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To my Beloved Friends 
the Members and 
Auditorsof my Con- 
gregation, 


Dearly Beloved, 


Heſe Diſcourſes when firſt 
ns ; ow defigned 
' chie r your [nſtruFion 
"and Eafeares Faith pur Hali- 
neſs ;, and was never * intended to be 
fl made more Publick, than the Andits- 
'.N ry to whom they were Preached ; but 
j any of thoſe that heard them, having 
oft expreſſed their Deſires that they 
might be Publiſhed, hoping that them- 
ſelves: fhonld reap further, if not more 
Benefit by a deliberate Reading, thats 
the: Hare tranſient Hearing of \them. 
Goon A 2 And 
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To the Reader. 


And withal, hoping that what they 
had found beneficial to themſelves 
might be ſo to others ;, and when after 
foie confederable Delay fame did 
continue to enquire when they might 
*ht# it ;, thefe Things did at length 
prevail with me, to confent Yo the 
Publiſhing of them ;, though not with- 
out ſome ReluFancy : Both becauſe I 
judged the work it ſelf not fit for 
Publick, view, ' eſpecially in a Time 
when we are ſo full of good Books, 
url tany more excellent ones thax 
PBTs e2er be ſiippoſed to be, lye by meg- 
Yeed. And ntſo, becwnſe 1 have been 
»hch pleted with thut common ſaying, 
Yee vixtt qui bene laruit 3 wad the 
"Advice that a Gritove and Pious Per- 
You when Dying, gave to his mear Re- 
Tet7r, that he would endeawoitr to paſs 
Yhrouph the Whrll without waking 
"thy great noiſe. ts he went. For iv- 
Weed a noiſe is troubleſome, but efpe- 
"Fial'y if it be \a-ovntentions Uke. But 
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To the Reader. 


noneh from admin; ring any occaſion 
of Fx Natnre , if I could foreſee that 
it was like to do ſo, it ata never 
come abroad. For alas ! we have too 


much of that already. 


- Jou have it here offered to your 
Bye, the ſame as it was to your E, 
withoat any Alteration ; bating only 
Jome few Excerptions where they might 
be ſpared without prejudicing the Sence, 
that 1 might gratifie your Defrre. with 
as little Charge to you as might be, If 
i am not miſtaken, you have here 
( thongh very briefly ) the true Do- 
Grine of Salvation by Grace betwixt 
the extreams on both Hands ; bowe- 
ver weakly it be-bandled. 

For 7 am Confident, that many 
weak People, who think they do exalt 
Grace, do greatly diſhononr it, and 
ſtrip- it. of its principal Glory, bile 
#hey fet it in Oppoj tion to Evangelical 
Holineſs. aud Obedience ; and there- 

Fore my earneſt Prayer #8 God- for - you, 


oy ot the” People of God, is the fame 


with 


ars, - 


To the Reader. 

. > with the Reverend Mr. 
Fountain Life, F1vell, ſaith he, God 
P» 435+ . 

preſerve all his People 
from the groſs and vile Opinions of 
Antinomian Libertines, who cry up 
Grace and decry Obedience ; who 
under ſpecious Pretences of exalting 
a naked Chriſt upon the Throne, do 
indeed. ſtrip him naked of a great 
Part of his Glory, and vilely de- 
throne. him, thus far Mr. Flavell : 
You have here ( as I Judge ) the 
true Dof#rine of Grace, in a Plain 
and Eaſie Method and Stile, ſuited to 
the Capacities of the Meaneſt ; and if 
this do contribute any thing to the ſet- 
ling of your Minds. in the Truth. and 
againſt Errors on either Hand ;, and 
to the furtherance and increaſe of your 
Faith. and Holineſs, I have my End 
and. Deſign. If you and lo of 
Chriſts Servants do but reap this Fruit 
by it, I matter not what others ſhall 


Joy of the Author, or the Work it ſelf. 


that you may: do'ſo, is ard fball 
be. 


© am ws i. 
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©" To the Reader.' 
be the earneſt Prayer of him, who 3s 
ambitions of no greater 1hing in the, 
World, than to. be the Servant of 
Chriſt,” and of your Souls, for his 


Stke, 


John Sheffield. 
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Books Sold by Mdygn They .Parkturlt. 
Ar. Ny Vincent's Works pores 


| Jarly-mentioned at the End rh Fete: 


HE Divine Copdu@: Or, Maſtery 
of Providence, its Being and 


cacy afſerted and vindicated :. All the Me- 
thods of Providence in our Courſe of Life 
open'd, with Dire&ions how to apply and 
improve them, 

_ "The Fountain of Life open'd, or a Diſ- 
play of Chriſt in his Eſſential and Medi- 
atorial Glory ; containing Forty two Ser- 
mons on. various Texts. Wherein the 
Impetration of our Regemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt is orderly unfolded, as it was be- 
gun, carried on, and figiſhed by his Co- 
venant Tranſaction, myſterious Incar- 

nation, folemu Call and Dedication, 
bleſſed Offices, deep Abaſement and Su- 
pereminent Advancement. 

A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, where- 


in the Divine Original, excellent and im- 


ature of the Soul are opened ; 


| Its Love and: Inclination to the Body, 
© ...- "With the neceſſity of its Separation from 
-_ - If, conſider'd and Improved. The Exi- 


ſtence, Operations and States of ſeparated 
Souls both in Heaven and Hell immedi- 
ately after Death, aſſerted, diſcuſſed, 
and variouſly applied, &e, All by Mr. 


Joln Flavell. 
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| SALVATION 

: OF ts 
GRACE 
« EPHES. II. vii. 


- | For by Grace are ye ſaved thro' 
Faith, and that not of your 


ſelves, it is the Gift of Gol, 
| not ceaſe to give Thanks to 
k and Pray for them': To 


ive Thanks for what God: had already 
rought in them, and done for them; 
and to pray fog a greater increaſe of the 
I ' Spirit of Wiſtom and Revelation, that 
they might know what is the Hope of 

| tneur 


HE Apoſtle tells theſe Epbe/s- 
ans, Chap. 1.16, Thaf' is i: 


it? Why, this as. wrought by 1 
ceeding greatneſs of God's Power, which | 


2 Salvation: of. Grace. 
their Calling, and what the Riches of 
the Glory of the Inheritance ; and the 
ſurpaſſing greatneſs of his Power towards 


them that Beleve,. ver. 18, 19. which he | 


compare to that mighty Power which raiſed 
Chriſt from the Dead, to the End of the 


_ firſt Chapter. | 
And = 2, ver. 1. He ſhews, what 


wes the 's of this exceeding great. 
neſb-of Power, towatds theny, which-was 
tlie-quickening ofthem, when they-were 
dead in Tyeſpaſſes and Sins ;, and the pre- 
ſerving , and increaſing that Life, and 
perfeRtifg of it in Glory, and that they 
might be ſenſible how mighty a Power 
was exexied towards them, he ſhews how 
{ad their Caſe was; Dead in Sin, and Chil- 
dren of Wrath, ver. 1, 2, 3. Both legally 
and ſpiritually Dead; Dead in Sin, :and 
Dead through Sin, or by Reaſon of Sin ; 
dead to God, and to all ſpiritual and fa- 
ving good; and liable by, guilt to Eter- 
nal Death. ol 
.But 'if this be qur Caſe, how & by 
whom are we ſaved and delivereg.onf of 


he had fpoken af. ; But what wasthe im- 
poive or moving Cauſe? Why; *his'own 
Grade; and” here ths Apoſtle doth wow 
7 : ext 
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Salvation of Grace. 3 


Text and Context, heap up many words, 
much of a like Import and Signification, 
as if he could never enough expreſs the 
greatneſs and freeneſs of the Grace and 
Mercy of God towards Sinners: Rich is 
Mercy, jreat Love or much Love Toa 
eydTi1y, ver, 4. And exceeding Riches of 
Grace, ver. 7. By Grace'ye ave faved thro 
Faith. 

We have here two Things. 1. The 
principal impullive off moving Cauſe of 
the Salyation of Sinners, and that is 
Grace. '2. The Way'or' Means of our 
being made aQtual Partakers of this Sal- 
vation of Grace, and: that is through 
Faith, | bs, 084þ 
To explicate the Terms; Firft, What 
is meant by Grace? ' There are feveral 
Acceptarions of. this--word Grace, - but 
two moſt notable. ' 1. It is ſometime ta- 
ken for Gods free Faybur and gonad Will. 
2. And fometimes for-the Effects of it in 
ns. But here it -is meant in the firſt 
Sence ; the free Fayour, good Will, or 


Revod Pleaſure of God. 


Here'are ſeveral Words in this Text 
and Context, that do all expreſs the im- 
pulſe, moving Cauſe of our Salvation ; 
aj&every-one hath ſomething peculiar in 
it, the” more fully - ſet forth the _ 

Soba 2 a= 
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.* ardent Delire and Aﬀection to any Thing 
© or Perſon, and ſuch as the Perſon loving 


4 Salvation of Grace. 
Favour, gracious Pleaſure, and good Will 
of God in the Buſineſs, of the Salvation 


of Sinners. 1. Here is Love and great 
or much Love, which Notes a great or 


doth reſt or take pleaſure in, and fo ſome 
derive eyern from «yay mus, AS It Is 
expreſſed, Zeph. 3. 17. He will reſt in bis 
Love..- 

,2, Here is Mercy, and rich Mercy, 
that Notes Gods great Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion towards thoſe that are miſerable, NF 
God loves the Angels, and is gracious to fl 
the Angels, but he is not faid to be mer- YT 
ciful to them, becauſe they never were 
miſerable. | tl 

3. Again, here.is Grace, and exceed- I {1 
ng Riches of Grace, and that Notes the {# i 
freeneſs of Gods Love and Kindneſs, J9- 
whereby he doth Things freely, without $15 
merit or deſert, Grace doth all gratis Wth 
without any precedent Debt or Obliga- Fre 
tion, | te 

2. Are ſaved, ſome ſay that is incho- 
ate and ſo would limit it to Juſtification: 3 
But other learned Expoſitors, as Zanch., 
Simpli. and Beza, ;fay hereis intended -yot 
only Juſtification, but whole and -com- 
pleat Salvation, as is manifeſt from. ag 

whole 
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Salvation of Grace. 5 


11 & whole Context ; in wer. 7. of the former 
n & Chapter, he ſaith, we have forgiveneſs. of 
t BS, in which is included Juſtification, 
r Hand that of Grace. And then Chap. 2. 
g Yver. 1, 5. There he ſpeaks of SanQtifica- 
tion, and adds, that this was by Grace ; 
e Wand now again in the Text, he faith, For 
s by Grace ye are ſaved, quaſs dicat, all the 
's Biteps and degrees: of Salvation from the 
Ebeginning to the end, from firſt to laſt is 
4 of Grace. 
8 Through Faith or by Means of Faith, 
> EFaith being the means, diſpoſitive Condi- 
o tion, Qualification, or Inſtrument of our 
-. {receiving or being aQuually Partakers of it. 
e And that not of your Selves, 4 7870, 
there 1s ſome Difference amongſt Expo- 
;- © ſitors, what this 4 7#7o, doth refer to, 
e {ſome think to the” whole Sentence, 
5. quaſs dicat, and this, that you are ſaved 
t #1s not of your Selves; but rather I ſhould 
;s think with other Expoſitors, that it doth 
;- Jrefer to Faith, that is the immediate an- 
tecedent, Te are ſaved by Grace, through 
Faith, and this Faith, boc ipſum, this ve- 
ry Thing is not of your felves, 


DoQ. I. That the principal Efficient and 
i- | - firſt moving Cauſe of a Sinners Salvati- 
Yo on, from firſt to laſt is the free Grace 
efl ..+ of God. B 3 Do, 


6 Salvation af Grace. 
Do. II. That we receive and partake of | 
Salvation, of Grace, through Faith, ? 
or by means of Faith, ; 


Dot. III. That Salvation being through | 
Faith,doth not hinder or appugn its being 
of Grace, for Faith it ſelf is of Grace, 
or the Gift of God which 1s the ſame ;, 
ray, Faith is. ſo far from being oppoſite | 
to Grace, wv making it to be leſs of | 
Grace, that the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. 4. 
16. It is of Faith, that it might be by 
Grace, 


This great Work of the Salvation. of 
Sinners, the Scripture ſometimes aſcribes 3 
to God the Father; thus he 1s called, God * 
our Saviow, and ut is God that Juſtifies : | 
And ſometimes to Chriſt the Mediator, | 
therefore was his Name called Jeſus, a | 
Saviour, becauſe he ſhall ſave his People from 
their Sins;, and again, ſometime we are 
ſaid to. be ſaved by Grace, as in the Text | 
and elſewhere; and ſometime by Fatth ; 
as Chriſt ſaid to that. Woman, T by .Faith * 
hath ſaved T bee :, and the Apoſtle to the 
Jayltor, Believe onthe Lord Jeſus Chrift: and 
thor ſhalt be ſaved, aad thy Houfe, © You 
ſee the Scripture uſeth theſe ſeveral __ 
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Salvation of Grace, 7 


of ſpeaking, in the Matter of Salvation ; 
God ſaves us, and Chriſt faves us, and,we 
are faved by Grace, and: faved by Faith; 
and every one of-theſe have. a diſtinct 
Notion in the buſineſs of Salvation ; and 
yet not one oppolite to-another, . but one 
ſubordinate to:another ; and all do. admi- 
rably Conſent-and Agree, and do 'nort in 
the leaſt interfere or claſh. 4:1 

When God is ſaid to be our Saviour, 
that: Notes,that he is the firſt Fountainand 
Original, the principal Author and effi- 
cient Cauſe of it. And when we are ſaid 
to. be ſaved by Mercy, or Grace, that 
fhews us, what was the firſt internal 
moving Cauſe, that it is his own free Fa- 
vour or good Will, without any Merit 
or Deſert in the Sinner. And when 
Chriſt js called our Saviour, and faid to 
fave us, that ſhews the principal medium, 
the meritorious Cauſe through or- for 
whoſe ſake God vouchſafes his Mercy and 
Grace, and the bleſſed Effects of it to us 
thus the very Words before the bo 
and Tit. 3. 6, Again, : when Faith is aid 
to ſave us, that Notes the qualifying 


"Condition, or receptive - Difpoſition 
whereby we are made, qualified, diſpo- 


and meet ſubjeRs of the Salvation that 
Gods. free Grace doth give, and Chriſts 
Merit hath purchaſed for us, It 


3 Salvation of Graee. 


It is the principal Efficient,firſt moving 
Cauſe of a Sinners Salvation, that I ſhall 
ſpeak to from this Text ; which from firſt 
to laſt is the free Grace of God. 

Which Grace, that we may the better 
ſee; underſtand what a State we are all 
in by the fall; and that 1s in this Con- 
__ dead in Sin, legally and ſpiritually 

cad. 

egally Dead, or as it 1s in other 
Terms, under the Curſe, Children of 
Wrath. And ſpiritually Dead, or Dead in 
Sin, dead to God, and Holineſs, and all 
ſpiritual and faving good ; having no 
more lInclination or Diſpoſition to any 
ſpiritual and gracious AQ, than there is 
in a Dead-man to the Actions or Comforts 
of Life; again Dead in fin, as faſt bound, 
chained, and inſlaved under the Power of 
fleſhly vicious and ſinful Diſpoſitions, and 
habits, as a Dead-man is by Death, from 
ever riſing by his own Power, ſucharewe 
in a ſpiritual Sence, ; | 
If we ':have what is our due, that is 
 Pexth, Eternal Death ; but if we. be ſa- 
yed, that is of Grace and Favour, | 
. Jt is God that is the Principal Author” 
and Efficient of Salvation, Butif youask, 
what moved him to it? why he would fo 
coticera himſelf for the Recovery and Sal- 
vation 


; 
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Salvation of Grace. | 9 | 


ation of loſt and miſerable Sinners ? 
Why. it was only his own Grace, and 
ree Favour that moved him to it. Con- 
Fiider Salvation in all the Parts of it, in all 
the Degrees and Steps that lead to it from 
firſt to laſt, and you ſhall ſee that Grace 
doth all. 

1. It was of his Grace that he gave his 
Son to be our Saviour ; the Scripture eve- 
ry where Attributes it to the Love, of 
God, to loſt Sinners, that he gave his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt to be their Saviour, 
John 3. 16, Gogdyſo loved the World, that 

he gave his only beggtten Son, Rom. 5. 8. 
#God commended his Love to us, mm that 
while we were Sinners Chriſt dyed for us. 
Heb. 2. 9. But we ſee Jeſus that by 
the Grace of God he ſhould taſte Death for 
every Man; this Grace and Favour of. 
God in providing us a Saviour, 1s ex- 
preſt in all thoſe Scriptures, that ſpeak 
of God giving his Son, and ſending him-, 
into the World, to be a Saviour, and a 
Propitiation for our Sins. Gal 4. 4. But 
when the God ſent bis Son made of 
J a Woman, &c. 1 John 4.9, 10. And this 
providing, and giving a Saviour for us, 
can be put upon no other account, but 
the free Grace and Favour of God towards 
ui for we deſerved that God ſhould hu 
Ee: '- ent 
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ſent an Execotioner from Heaven, to ex. 
ecute the juſt Penalty of his broken Law 
upon us: As he ſent an Angel to deſtroy® 
the firſt-born of Egypt, and into the? 
Camp of Afſſyria, that flew one bundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand Jen in oneh 
Night, I ſay, we might rather have ex- 
pected, that God ſhould have ſent an} 
Executioner of his Wrath amongſt us, 
and not a Saviour to fave vs from it. If 
God had dealt with us in Juſtice, accord- 
ing to our Deſerts, we had then been as 
the fallen Angels are, 6auad in Chains of 
Darkneſs, without Hope or Poſlibility of 
Deliverance; it is only his Grace and free 
Favour that makes all rhe Difference that 
there is betwixt us and them. | 


2. It was of his Grace, that in Chriſt, 3 
and for the ſake of Chriſt, he hath made | 
and offered to us a New Covenant, a bet- | 
ter Covenant that offers Pardon, and Life, | 
and Salvation, upon ealier 'Terms, than 
the firſt Covenant did ; hence it is called | 
by way of Diſtinaion, aad - Eminence, 
the Covenant of Grace, and the Goſpel 
ofthe Grace of God. 

1, Partly becauſe free Grace hath the. 
principal Hand, and Stroke in the making 


of it ; hence the Covenant is called v rh, 
| Naik 


Salvation of Grace. I1 


Name of Mercy it ſelf, Mic. 7. 20. God 
might, had he ſo pleaſed, have dealt with 
us, upon the Terms of the ald broken Co- 
venant, and ſince we had violated the Pre- 
cept, he might with rigour have executed 
the Threatning. Juſtice deals with Men 
according to Deſert, but it is Grace that 
gives that which is not due. 

2, It is fitly called the Covenant of 
Grace, partly becauſe of the abundant Ri- 
ches of Gods Grace that it doth reveal, 
and make known to the World ; the Infi- 
nite Power, and Wiſdom of God, was 
gloriouſly Diſplayed 1n the Creation ; his 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs; the exact Ju- 
ſtice and Purity of his Nature in the Per- 
fection of his Law ; but the Rich and A- 


| bundant Grace, and Mercy of God, was 


(3 
2 


i; 


not made known to the World, at leaſt 
not ſo gloriouſly, but by the New Cove- 


nant, Tit. 2.11, 


3. Again, it is fitly called the Cove. 
nant of Grace, becauſe of the gracious Ef- 
fets of it, or the great, free Favours, 
and Bleſſings that it confers upon all that 
are under it, andintereſted in it; it Par- 
dons thoſe that are guilty of the Violati- 
on of the firſt Covenant, it forgives the 
Debt of Puniſhment, that the firſt Cove- 
nant did exact; it juſtifies and ac wy 
,« ole 


12 Salvation of Grace. 


thoſe that the firſt doth condemn _it 
faves thoſe that by the firſt were Senten- 


ced to Everlaſting Deſtruction. It is ® 


Gods Inſtrument, whereby he gives ma- k 
ny great, unſpeakable, and undeſerved 
Bleſſings and Priviledges, to miſerable | 
and loſt Sinners; as a King doth by his 
Charter, grant many Priviledges and Im- | 
- munities to a Corporation. Why ſo, the # 
New Covenant is Gods Charter of Grace, | 
whereby he gives the great and igvalua- 
ble Priviledges, of Pardon and Peace with 
God, Juſtification, Adoption, Eternal | 
Glory and Happineſs to Sinners, that are 
altogether undeſerving of theſe Things; |! 
nay, that by the firſt Covenant deſerve # 
the contrary. | 


It is a Covenant of Grace, becauſe the +* 


Grace, Favour and Good-will of - God 
doth freely give all the Benefits and Pri- 1 
viledges, that it doth contain, and doth 
confer upon the Children of Men. F 

4. Again, it is a Covenant of Grace, | 
as it promiſeth, and gives Grace, to per- 
form whatſoever it requires, as a Condi- 
tion of its ſubſequent Benefits. 


3. It is of meer. Grace that any are ele- 
ed and choſen to obtain Salvation by 
Chriſt, And this is the Spring of all that 

pCe= 
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ſpecial Mercy that ſome of the loſt Chil- 
dren of Men receive, more than others. 
That there is a Chriſt, a Saviour, given 


J to the loſt World, a new and better Co- 


venant, made and offered to undone Sin- 
ners for their Acceptance; this is Grace, 
and rich Grace, vouchſafed to the humane 
kind in genera], which 1s not done to the 
fallen Angels. We Children of Men have 
a Saviour, provided and given for us, 
when ghey have none, we are through the 
Grace of God in Chriſt under a better Co- 
venant than that we broke; while they 
are held ſtrialy bound to the Terms of 
their broken Covenant. 

But now. Ele&ion, that is a more ſpe- 


Mp diſtinguiſhing Grace ſtill, this is 


' # a Grace vouchfafed, to ſome of the Chil- 


2 dren of Men and not unto others. 


That there is an Election whereby God 
from Eternity, doth pick and chooſe ſome 
from amongſt the reſt of Mankind, whom 
he will actually bring to Salvation by 
Chriſt, in the way and means that he hath 
appointed 1n the Goſpel, cannot be deni- 
ed without manifeſt Violence to the:Scrip= 
tures; and this is meerly of his Grace, 


and good Pleaſure, y wv L. 5,6. Rom. 


I1..5, 6.: Grace: 1s the ſole Spring of this 
Election, it is not out of any foreſight of 
| ' -» Me> 
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Merit; or Deſert in thoſe that he choo« 
ſes, any more than in thoſe that he paſſeth 
by. He did not chooſe any to Life and 
Salvation, becauſe he foreſaw that they 
would believe; or more readily .comply 
with the Goſpel Offer and Call, than: o- 
thers; as ſome ſay: No, God did not 
chooſe any becauſe he foreſaw that they 
would believe, -or be more Holy and O- 
bedient than others, but that he might 
make them ſo, Eph. 1.4. Rom: 8. 29. 
What he faith of the the whole Nation 
of the Iſraelites, is true of every Ele&t 
Soul, Dent. 7. 7, 8. 


But here take Notice, that though God 


doth of rich Grace, and the mer good pleg- 
ſure of bis Will, chooſe ſome to life, and 
not out of a foreſight of their Faith, or 
Hglineſs, or good Improvements; yet it 


doth not therefore follow, that he doth of | 


his meer Will and Pleaſure decree to 
damn any, without any conſideration of 
their Sin and Demerir ; for there is a vaſt 
difference betwixt theſe two, EleQtion to 


| _ Life and» Salvation ; and ordaining to 


Wrath and Perdition : for in the one viz. 
That execution of his Wrath and Juſtice 
he aQs as a righteons Governour, an 
deals with Men according to. his Laws, 
that he gave them for their rule ; but in 
the 
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Salvation of Grace. Is 
the other he as as a gracious Benefafor 
and free diſpencer of his own Gifts, and fo 
may without Partiality, or Injuſtice, or 
wrong to any, beſtow his free Benefits 
and Favours, upon whom, and in what 
meaſure, and degree he pleaſe. 

4 Effe@ual calling, which 1s another 
link in the golden chain of ſalvation, is of 
grace, '2 Tim. 1. 9. Who hath ſaved us and 
called us with a Holy Calling pot according to 
our Works, but according to his own Purpoſe 
and Grace. As the Heirs of Salvation arc 
diſtinguiſhed from others, by EleCtion, in 
the Boſome and ſecret Purpoſe of God _ 
from all Eternity ; fo they are in time 
diſtinguiſhed from others, by Regenerati- 
on and EffeQual Calling ; and this you ſee 
is of Grace too ; not upon the account of 
any Worth, Merit, or Deſert in them that 
are Called and Regenerated, more than 


# in others that are not fo: though the or- 
g dinary way whereby God Calls and Con- 


verts any, is in the Uſe of the Means that 


q he hath appointed for that end, and inthe 


ſerious diligent Attendance upon them, 
yet even that is of Grace too; Grace dif- 


© 


poſes the hearts of ſome to uſe the Means 
of Salvation, while others do negle& and 
ſlight them'; and Grace, that.is a more 
Common Grace, - makes fotne ——_ 
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diligent therein, or elſe they would be as 
vain and heedleſs, and ſlighty in them as 
any others ; it 15 Grace that leads Men on 
ſtep by ſtep from one thing to another, 
from Ignorance to Knowledge,from Car- 
nal Security to a Conviction of their un- 

done and loſt Eſtate, and from Conviction 
to Converſion, and a hearty Cloſure with 

Chriſt upoa the Goſpel Terms ; Grace 
hath a ſecret, powerful, though oft an un- 
diſcerned hand, in leading a ſtraying Sin- 
ner unto Chriſt, and in turning a carnal, 
worldly Heart to fix it ſelf upon God, as 
its end and chief Good. As a River or 
Fountain, that runs a great way under- 
ground unſeen, but at laſt breaks out in- 
co view upon the ſurface of the Earth ; ſo 
EleQtion is a ſecret, that is a great while 
hidden and undiſcerned, but in the Ef- | 
fetal Calling and Converſion of a Soul, ? 
then it doth as it were appear above } 
ground, 1n its precious and faving Fruits * 
and Effects. This Effe&ual Callizg 1s the | 
beginning of Salvation in us, all that we 
have before that,is no more than what ma- 
ny may have that periſh for ever. many 
have great Knowledge of Divine things, 
and Convittions, and ſome ſuperficial Joy 

in the Word and Ordinances as the ſto- 

ny-ground-hearers, and yet periſh at _ . 

| | ut 
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but when we ate EffeQtually Called, and 
3K truly Converted, then we begin to be {a- 
nf ved, then we pertake of thoſe things that 
ri accompany Salvation, as the Apoſtle 
r-W ſpeaks; then we taſte the delicious Fruits 
1- of Grace, then we experience its power- 
nl ful, and ſaving Effects in and npon our 
hB ſelves; then the Day-Star ariſes in our 
ey hearts ; then the bleſled Day of Grace be- 
1-K gins todawn, and we ſee the light of it, 
1-Y and feel the Warmth of the Sun of Righ- 
1, tcouſneſs, refreſhing and healing our 
25 Souls. Now that this is of Grace,and not 
"xr from the good Improvement onely of the 
r-& Natural Power in ſome, more than in 0+ 
1- & ther, doth thus appear. 

n 1, From the plain dire& Aſſertion of 
le F Scripture, Rom. 9.16. It 1s not of him that 
f. 4 wills nor of bim that runs, but of God that 
1, 2 /hcweth mercy. 1 Cor. 5.7, Who maketh 
re 4 thee to differ from another ? It any could 
ts 4 reply, and ſay, that he by the meer Pow- 
ie & er or Improvement of Nature, had made 
re © the difference for the better betwixt him 
2- & and another, or that he had acquired any 
iy © ſpiritual Indowment or gracious Diſpoſt- 
s, I tion that was not the Free Gift of Grace 
wy © to him ; that would quite invalidate and 
o- | overthrow the Apoſtles Argument in that 
t - | place; but the Apoſtles Argument 1s un- 
ut | doubtedly good ;, Ergo, OC *, 
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' 2. That Effe@ual Calliag is of Grace and 
Favour, doth appear from the manifeſt ar- 
birrary diſtinRtion that it makes, in thoſe 
thoſe that ate the SubjeRts ofit; we ſee 
that Grace doth pick and cull out, here 
orie and there another, arbitrarily; oft 
-weſce thoſe called that haveleſs Helps 
and Advantages for Salvation, while thoſe 
that have greater are left ftil] in their Sate 
of Sin and Death; and thoſe that to all 
appearance {cemleſs prepared for Grace, 
while thoſe that have greater are paſſed 

by ; as our Saviour faith, T wo ſhall in be the 

[.uiie Houſe, or Bed together, the one taken 

and the other left ; fo Grace doth manifeſt- 

ly in the Diſpenſation of it in the Goſpel. 

Ofr we ſee the Children of the ſame Pa- 

rents, that have the ſame Education, In- 

{truction, and Advantages every way, yet 

one taken, and another left ; thoſe that fit 

unuer the ſame Miniſtry, and hear the 

{ame Sermons, yet one taken and another 

left ; Grace doth pick and cull out,here one 

and there another, and leaves others that 
to all appearance, was in as good, nay,a 

-better Preparation to receive Grace. - As 

our Saviour faith 7 thank thee-O Father that 
thou haſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe ard 
Prudent and-haſt revealed them to Babes ; 
and for what reafon ? why; becarſe it fo 
pleaſed Thee; LES 3, But 
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1 3, But there are ſome extraordinary 
- | Inſtances of Conperſion, that will put it 
© | palt all doubr, that it 1s Grace, and Free 
© | Gracethatmakes the difference hetwixt 
e 
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one and another, and not the good Im- 
provement of natural Power ; who will 
S || fay that Pau] while he was a Perſecutor, 
© | and a Blaſpemer, and in the height of his 
© | Rage againſt Chriſt, aud his People and 
Il JF jatereſt, was ina greater Preparation for 
-, | Grace, than that young Man in the Go- 
d | ſpel, of whom it is ſaid Chriſt loved Him, 
* || and ſaid he was not far from the King- 
2 | domof God, and yet for ought we do 
t- | know, he never entred into it; and is it 
l. | likely that the Thief upon the Croſs, or 
d- | the Samaritan Woman that lived 10 Adul- 
1- | tery, was ina greater Preparation for 
et} Grace, than thoſe many that followed 
it} Chriſt up and down from Place to Place to 
ie | hear his Heavenly Dodrine? and yet it is 
er | faid of them, Job. 6. that They went back 
Ne} and walked no more with Him. 
ath All muſt confefs, whether they are wil- 
> [ ing or not, that it was pure Grace, and 
A5 | Free Grace that in theſe, and many ſuch - 
at [like Inſtances, doth make the difference, 
76 | and not the good Improvement of Na- 
' 5(ture. | 3 Ie 
I-readily acknowledge, that it is not 
| C2 Gods 
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Gods uſual way, to take Perſons as it 
were recking-hot out of their Sins, into a 
State of Grace and Fayour ; to call Men to 
himſelf while in the neglect of his Inſtitu- 
ted Means ; and as 1t were, fighting a- 
gainſt Hun, 

\Well; but it is the fame Grace, that 
extraordinarily calls ſome few ; and or- 
dinarily calls molt in the ſerious and di- 
[ligent Uſe of his Appointed Means. If 
it be beyond all Queſtion, that it is meer 
Grace that calls ſome that were running 
away from God as faſt as they could ; 
none ( that conſiders what the conſe- 
quences will be ) will venture to ſay, that 
It 1s not the ſame Grace, that calls all 
that arecalled, though in a different way : 
God meets with ſome few in the midſt 
of their Career of Sin, that none ſhall be 
able to deny the efficiency of his Grace 
in the work, but his moſt uſual, ordinary 
way, Wherein he calls moſt, is in a ſeri- 
ous, cloſe attendance upon Ordinances, 
that his Wiſdom may.. be glorified, toge- 
ther with his Grace, in bleſſing Means 
that he hath appointed and nſeth for that 
'End. | 

5- Juſtification is of Grace, which is a- 
nother link inthe Golden Chain of Sal- 
ration, Juſtificatiog is God's accounting 
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us righteous and dealing with us as righ- 
teous Perſons, in diſcharging us from the 
Curſe of the Law and Erernal Condem- 
nation, for the ſake of Chri{t's Meritori- 
ous Sacrifice and Righteouſneſs made 
ours by Faith. And this is an att of Gods 
Free Grace towards us, Rom. 3. 24. be- 
ing Tuſtified freely by bis Grace and Tit. 3. 
7. That is of Grace or Favour, when a Be- 
nefit or Priviledge is beltowed that was 
not due, + that could not in Juſtice be 
claimed, thus the Apoſtle oppoſeth Grace 
and Debt, Rom. 4. 4. Now our due 1s 
Death and Wrath; it was juſt and due, 
that we ſhould ſuffer the Penalty of that 
Law which we had violated. but God 
inſtead of executing the Penalty and 
Curſe of the Law, which we had deſer- 
ved ; for the ſake of Chriſt and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, he doth freely acquit and diſ- 
charge us of it, heaccounts us righteous, 
and deals with us as righteous Perſons, 
for the ſake of Chriſt, whom in Juſtice he 
might have condemned and executed 
as guilty and rebellious Sinners. 

6. Sandification is of Grace, now San- 
tification,- as it is diſtinguiſhed from Re- 
generation and Converſion, 1s but the 
tyrther increaſe and improvement, the 


further ſtrengthening and confirming, 
C 3 that 
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tliat Principle or Seed,or Habit of Grace, 
that was firſt given, and mfuſed in our 
EffeFual Calling ;, and therefore all the 
Parts of it, ſuch as Faith, Love, Refigna- 
tion to God, Truſt and Dependance up- 
on him, Subje&ion to His" Governing att 
Diſpoſing Will ; theſe and fuch like, that 
ire the parts of SanQification, are called 
the Graces of the Spirit, becauſe Grace 
doth freely give and beſtow, both the firft 
Principle,. and the after increaſeand im- 
provement of them. '/t is good, ſaith rhe 
Apoſtle, that the heart he eſtabliſhed with 
Grace ; and why called Grace? but becanſe 
if is the fruit and effte& of Gods tree Grace 
and Fayour to ns. —. 


7. Perſeverance, andholding on to the 
cid in Faith and Holineſsis of Grace too; 
the ſame hand that works the Principle 
of Faith and Holineſs at firſt, doth eqn- 
ſtantly cheriſh and prefzrve it, that it do 
not fail or be extinct; as Conſervation is 
{aid to bea continued Creation, that Is, 
God puts forth the ſ4me Almighty Pow- 
er in preſerving his Creatures u1 their he- 
ing, as he did at firſt in beftowing it mpon 
them; ſo the ſame Grace atid Favour is re- 
newed and continued, 1n the. extrcife, 
increaſe, and perſevering in Grare to the 

1 Fn wa end, 


Salvation of Grace. 23 


end, as was"at, firſt put forth, in the 
working of- it. . iAnd hence” our + Sa viour 
prays for-his Diſciples, John 17.11. Holy 
Father! Keep' them through - thy Name, 
1-Pet 1.5: Kept bythe Power of God through 
Faith: unto Saluatiov., Phil. 1.6. He that 
hath brgno:a good Work in you will. per fetÞ tt. 
Alas! ſhould Grace turn us off to-ſhift for 
our ſelves,::and look to our ſelves alone; 
( after it hath brought us into.a State of 
Grace, and toan Intereſt. in Chriſt and his 
Covenaut ): : we: ſhould quickly prove 
Bankrupts, -and loſe all, again. Snch-1s 
the {trength - of remaining Corruption 
within, and. of Temptations and Alure- 
ments without ; and ſuch is the Subtilty, 
Malice and, Power of the Devil to ma- 
nage all to the beſt advantage againſt our 
Souls:; that if Grace did not keep it's hold 
of us we ſhould quickly make-Shtpwrack 
of Faith, and a good Conſcience, and our 
Souls too. - Grace in the Souls of the belt, 
bur eſnecially in young Converts, 1s like 
a Spark of Fire in the midſt of a Heap of 
Aſhes, that if the kind Breath of Grace 
did not conſtantly cheriſh and keep it in, 
it would quickly be extinguiſhed. - 


8. The Eternal Reward of Glory and 


Happineſs in Heaven 1s of Grace too, 
3 C 4 this 
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this we have in the Text, By Grate 'ye are 
Javed : That is compleatly, . Tit. 3. 5. Not 
by Works of Righteouſneſs which . we bave 
done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved 
us. Rom.6. 23. The Gift of God 1s Eter- 
nal Life. After all that we have done in 
a patient continuance in well doing, and 
working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, and perſevering in Faith and 
Holineſs to the end ; yet Eternal Life is a 
free Gift after all this; though it be in 
ſome Sence a Reward, yet that makes it 
nevertheleſs a Gift in it ſelf, Jade 21, 
Looking for the Mercy of our { ord Jeſus utts 
to Eternal Life; thus you ſee, that the 
Salvation of guilty Sinners is from firſt to 
laſt of Grace ; Grace begins, and carries 
it on, through the various fteps and de- 
. Erees of it in this Life; and Grace per- 
fects and compleats all at laſt too; the 
Scripture doth dclipht to compare the new 
Creation to a beautiful and ſtately Build- 
ing, wherein Grace doth all, laies every 
Stone 1n it from firſt to laſt ; Grace lates 
the Foundationand the chief Corner Stone, 
which is Redemption by Chriſt and our 
EleQion in him, 1 Pet. 2.5. Behold Tlay 
in Sion a chief Corncr-Stove —— and 
Grace carries on the Building, and Rears 
vp the Walls, in Effectual Calling, San- 
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Etification and Perſeverance therein ; and 
the Roof and Top-ſtone of Eternal Life 
and Glory is laid on with ſhouting, crymp 
Grace, Grace unto it ;; as it is ſaid of the 
ſecond Temple, Zach. 4.6, 7. Thus as 
one well faith, the New Man is from the 
Sole of the Foot, to the Crown of the 
Head, all made up of Grace, and all the 
Links in the golden Chain of Salvation, 
are all of pure beaten and maſly Grace, 


2, I ſhall now ſhew you the Properties 
of this Grace, or the Epethites that are 
given to it, for the Scripture doth not 
only call it Grace, but 1t gives many E+ 
pethites.to it, the better to ſhew its Na- 
ture, and the more fully to diſcover and 
manifeſt its Glory. 


1. It is free Grace, ſelf-moving Grace, 
that fetches not its Motives and Induce-: 
ments of any thing it beſtows from Man, 
as a deſerving and procuring Cauſe, but 
it Acts towards us, and beſtgws its Gifts 
and Bleſſings upon us of it own, free, 
gracious and bountiful Inclination, Grace. 
it ſelf,” ſignifies the freeneſs of the Gift ; 
for Grace is as much as Gratis, and doth 
all Gratis,that is freely. As a Gift ſigni- 
fies the freeneſs of what is beſtowed fp he 
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God is ſaid to give Chriſt, and give Faith, 
and' give Repentance, and give. Eternal 
Eife, and give the: Heavenly Kingdom ; 
one wonld think that theſe Words them- 
ſcives ſhould ſufficiently expreſs the. free- 
neſs of Grace: So trbe 1s that common 
faying, What is freer then Gift ? Yet the 
Scripture doth frequently adjoin the Word 
Eree,' and freely, to'Grace, and Gifr, as 
if it could never enough ſet forth,, how 
Free the Grace of God 1s 1n the Salvation 
of guilty, and Dead Sinners, Rom. 3. 24. 
Betag juſtifted freely by his Grace. Ver.:32. 
How ſhall he not with him freely give us all 
Things ? \ And toithis Sence do ſomo ex- 
pound that Scripture, Joby: L. 16.: Of this 
tulnt/s. have we recetved, Grace: for i Grace, 
that is Grace for Graces' fake.; indeed 
there is nothing that we receive from God, 
all things that tend.to Salvtion, the Prin- 
ciple, the Degrees Of it, and: Salvation it 
ſelf at laſt ; but as'to the Thing: ir ſelf, it 
is altogether a Free Gifr of (God to us, 
though as to the .Order of. confering, 
ſome of Gods Gifts do require a preceding 
Difyoition and Qualification in the Sub- 
jeX: which is alſo a Gift of Grace tao. 


-2,, The Grace whereby we are ſaved is. 
2 large and an abundant Grace, thus. the 
| SCIIN- 
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Scri Ipture doth not only call it Grace, but 
abundance of Grace, Rom: 5.17, Yea, 'and 
exceeding abundant, "5 "AL 2.1.4. 'The 
word abundant, 1s G pra modum, nOt a 
ſhort, 'narrow, "Tean ry Grace, but a Grace 
that overfiows, and excceds all Meaſyre, 
a Grace that cannot be meaſured, or fully 
congeey ended, whoſe Dimenſ! Ons CaAnot 

e founded or 'farhomed ; and fo likewife 
it is called, Riches of Grace, Eph.'3: 7, 
Nay, exceeding Rich: 8 of Grace, Eph.'2. 7, 
Now Riches you know ſpeaks vr cat Pleyt- 
ty, Largeneſs, Fulncſs, and Aburidazce, 
of the Things 1 that we ſpeak of ; and je 
rich and abundant Grace conlidered 6 hex 
as it iS in' God, or as to the Fruits and 
EffeQts of it as beſtowed UPON Us. 

This Grace of: God is an everſpringing 
and overflowing Fonntain-Grace, nay'an 
Ocean Grace, that hath neither Banks nor 
—_ 'as doth appear. 

From the greatunworthineſs and! ve- 
ry ll deſerving of thoſe that are the Objects 
of it; alas! we were not ſmall Offenders, 
but fuch as had provoked, diſhonoured; 
and contemned God in a very high man- 
ner: we were not only Sinners, butloth- 
ſome Sinners, fuch as his Holy Eyes: could 
not but abhor ; not only lotnſome * Sin- 
ners, but Enemies, and that is worſe ſtill 3 


it 
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it is leſs for a Man to ſhew kindneſs to 
an unworthy, unlovely Perſon, than to a 
to a mortal Enemy ; nay, we were not 
only Enemies, but ſtubborn Enemies, 
proud contemptuous Enemies, that nei- 
ther did ſeck nor delire his Favour, now 
the worſe thoſe arc that are the Objects of 
his Grace; the more abundant is that 
Grace, that extends it ſelf to them, Ir is 
leſs in the King, to extend his Fayour to 
an ordinary MalefaQor; than if he ſhould 
do it to a profeſt Enemy to his Crown 
and Dignity ; and 1t 1s leſs to ſhew Fa- 
your to Enemies that ſue and intreat for 
it, than to contemptuous Enemies that 
ſeem to ſcorn and ſlight it : Why, ſuch 
were we all when Gods Grace and Favour 
firſt ſhone upon us: O! the ſuperabun- 
dant Riches of Grace. | 


2. The abundant Riches of Grace doth 
appear from the number and greatneſs 
of our wants and miſeries that it ſupplies ; 
and of our Sins that it Pardons and For- 
gives. Alas! if it was nota rich and a- 
bundant Grace ; our lights and negleqs 
of it, our reliſtings and ſtrivings againſt 
it,, our unworthy carriage under it ; our 
repeated finning after Pardon received ; 
our "violating the Obligations even © 

Mercy 
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Mercy and Grace it ſelf; our often break- 
ing our ſolemn Vows and Promiſes, of 
new and better Obedience ; So that had 
it not been an exceeding abundant Grace, 
it had been wearied and tired out before 
this Time; as God faith of the old World, 
when he ſaw that the wickedneſs of Man 
was exceeding great, It is faid, That it 
repented him, that he bad made Man, and 


.it grieved bim at his very Heart, Gen. 6. 


6. So were not his Grace towards us an 
exceeding abundant Grace, our many 
Provocations, Frowardnets, and ill Re- 
turns would have made him repent before 
now, that ever his Grace did take in 
hand, to recover and ſave ſuch untrata» 
ble, froward, and ungratefnl Wretches 
as We, 


3. This Grace of God whereby we are 
ſaved 15 4 wiſe Grace too, a Grace that 
in the Diſpenfation of it, or the beſtow- - 
ing of its Fruits apd Effects upon us, doth 
diſcover and manifeſt the unſearchabte 
Depths of Gods Wiſdom, as well as of 
his Love and Goodneſs; Eph. 1. 7, 8. 
According to the Riches of l1s Grace 
wherein he hath abounded towards us in all 
Wifdom and Prudence. Here you ſee, that 
it is Grace,and rich Grace that 15 the riſe 

and 
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and ſpring of all, that loſt and undone 
Sinners do receive from God, and in this, 
Grace God abounds towards us, but it is 
in all Wiſdom and Prud:uce; now I con- 
ceive the mcaningto bethis, that though 
it be free Grace and Favour in God that 
is the Spring of all that we receive, yet 
an infinite and unſearchable Witdom, 
doth order, direct, and appoint the way 
and manner Of its being communicated 
and beſtowed upon us ; Grace ſaves us, 
but Wiſdvm diſpences it in ſuch a way 
and order, as doth molt exalt the Glory 
of the Divine Majeſty, and that not only 
of ſome, but of all his Perfetions; and 
yet ſo, as that the Creature is moſt 
{trongly obliged and 1nzaged to his Duty 
too, viz. to the greatelt Subjetion to 
God, and dependanc? upon him : Grace 
doth ail in 1he buliacſs of Salvation, and 
yet in {vc}: an Order and Method, that 
Man 1s nor. Jeft to his own Will, to live 
as he liſt; 4 + nor allowed or indulged in 
Sloth and Larcleſneſs, 1a Negligence or 
Indifferency : Bur contrarily 1s obliged 
more {trongly rhen ever, td the cloſeſt 
adher2ace to God and Obedience to his 
Comman#4s; hereis the Wiſdom of Grace, 
that whiie it doth all, and we can«d0 no- 
thing without it; and the whole Glory 
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of our Salvation muſt be aſcribed to 
Grace; and nothing. to our ſelves; 'yet 
our Obligations toDuty, are not theleſs, 
but the greater ; while Grace ſaves us 
freely, yer It obligeth us to the greateſt 
ſeriouſneſs and diligence in working out 
our own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling. Yea, to ſtrive, and fight, and 
Tun, "and give all Diligence to make' our 
Calling and Election ſure. 

The Wiſdom of Grace might be ſhew- 
ed at large, both in the Impetration, 
and the Application- of Salvation ; as in 
reconciling the Juſtice and Mercy of 
God; and the Honour of God as Rector, 
and of his violated aw : , together with 
the Impunity and Happineſs of the Sin- 
ner. Andin the Application; in making 
God and Chriſt to he all in all, inthe bu- 
lineſs of our Salvation, and yet in ſuch. 
a wiſe way and order, that Mans Duty 
in ſeeking, and praying, and waiting : 
Yea, and that in the cloſeſt Attendance 
upon God in the -uſe of his appointed 
Means, and in the Duties of Holineſs and 
Obedience, 1s not vacated or made need- 
leſs thereby ; but contrarily 15 more 
ſtrongly inforced than it could have been 


any other way, 


There are too many look only -at the 
free- 
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freeneſs of Grace, and never conſider the 
Wiſdom of it, whereas this is the Thing 
that moſt of all fills the Angels with won- 
der, Eph. 3.16. Might be known 
the manifold Wiſdom of God. 1 Pet. 1, 12, 
Which Things the Angels deſire to 
look into ; Tlaggxuwai, it ſignihes, ſuch a 
narrow intent prying, as we ule to do 
into a curious Piece, whercin we diſcern 
a wonderful deal of Art and Skill; and 
were the Wiſdom of it, but conſidered 
and underſtood by us, it would make us 
ſay with the Apoſtle, O the Depths of the 
Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God, how unſearchable ! &c. All the Perfe- 
ctions of God, do mutually reflect a Lu- 
ſter upon each other, ſo here the Wiſdom 
of Grace doth not in the leaſt diminiſh 
its freeneſs ; but greatly adds to the Glo- 
ry of it. | 

4. The Grace whereby we are ſaved is 
a Pure and Holy Grace; in that while it 
imbraces the Sinner with a moſt free and 
abundant Favour ; yet without the leaſt 
Countenance or Favour to Sin it ſelf ; tho it 
pardon the Sinner, yet it doth not ſpare, 
but moſt ſeverely puniſhes the Sin ; nay, 
it diſcovers the greateſt hatred and 


abhorrence of Sin, while it ſhews the fn 


richeſt and moſt abundant Favour and 


Kind- 
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Kindneſs to the Sinner : Though it Par- 
don the greateſt and worſt of Sinners, 
and multiplies Pardons in blotting out 
Sins that are numberleſs, and for quality 
of the moſt Crimſon dye; yet it doth 
this in ſuch a way that it gives not the 
leaſt Calling. or Incouragement to 
any to Sin or to continue 1a it; nay, the 
rich Grace diſplaied upon Mount Sor: 
doth more effectually ſuppreſs and de- 
ſtroy the Reign of Sin then all the Fire 
and Thunder of Mount Sat ; though it 
Pardons Sin freely, yet it doth it in ſuch a 
way and order, that it doth more power- 
fully reſtrain and awe the Soul from con- 
tinuing in the PraQtiſe of it ; then all the 
terrible Threats of Wrath in the Law, 
Tit. 2, 11, 12: The Grace of God that 
brings Salvation teacheth us to de 

ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live G 
berly, righteouſly and godly; hence when 
God proclaims his Name fo full of Grace 
and Mercy, Exod. 34. 6, 7: Mercy- 
ful, gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant mm 


|| Goodneſs. and Trath, forgiving Iniquity, 


Tranſpreſſion and Sin, ( yet it 1s added ) 
and that will by no means clear the Guilty. 
Pſalm 99. 8. —— Thox waſt a God that 
forgaveſt them, but tookeſt Vengeance of their 
Inveutions ;, thoſe emblematical appearan- 
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ces of Chriſt, that we read of, Rev. 1, 13, 
14, 15. do not obſcurely ſhew his Holi- 
nels and Purity, his Hatred and Reven- 
ges of Impenitence and Diſobedience com- 
mixt with his Love, and Grace, and 
Kindneſs to Sinners. Here you ſee him 
repreſented 1n his Prieſtly Garments, ver. 
13. Which ſhows his Love and Grace to 
Sinners, in his Sacrifice and Interceſlion ; 
but wer. 15. His Feet as it were Braſs that 
burns in a Furnace, which ſhews his fiery 
Wrath and Indignation againft all impe- 
nitent ones : Hence it is manifeſt, that 
thoſe who do from the freeneſs and abun- 
dance of Grace take incouragement to 
Sin, never 'had any Experience” of this' 
- Grace in themſelves. - 

5- The Grace whereby we are ſaved, 
is a powerful-Grace, Eph. 1.19: And 
what is the exceeding greatneſs of. bis Power 
to ui-ward, nho believe; it is an exceeding 
| Power that Grace puts forth, inthe Con- 
verſion and Salvation of cargal,; and dead 
Sinners, It overcomes theRefRAnce and 
Oppoſition that the carnal, 'corrupt will, 
. aſſiſted by the Devil and all that the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs can make 'againſt+1t. It 
* Is a-mighty Power'indeed, -that of Stones 
- raiſes up Children to Abraham, that rai- 
feth dead: Sinners-to-Life, 'that have _ 

- - only, 
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only, like Lazarus, lain four Days in the 
Grave ; but that have lain many Years 
rotting in their Filth and Putrefaction ; 
that is a mighty Power, that makes dry 
and dead Bones to live ; which makes a 
Holy Temple for God himſelt to dwell in, 
of that Heart, which was a ſty of every 
fhlthy and unclean Luſt. Were not this 
Grace whereby we are ſaved, an Almigh- 
ty Grace, we had been all to this Day, 
yea, and for ever, rotting in the Grave 
of our Sins, bound in the Chains of guilt 
and Death; and as it isa mighty Power 
that firſt raiſes us to a ſpiritual Life, ſo it 
is the ſame mighty Power that keeps us 


+ ſtill, through Faith unto Salvatioz, 1 Pet. 


1.5. 1 ſhall briefly open the other two 
Points, -and then Apply all together. 

1. What is the-meaning of this Salva- 
tion being through Faith, 

The meaning. is this, that God and 
Chriſt in the Goſpel Covenant, do re- 
quire Faith on our parts, in order to our 
being aQual Partakers and Poſleſſors of 
this Salvation; which Gods Grace doth 
freely give, and- Chriſt hath merited for 
us; our actual Intereſt in and claim to 
this Salvation, is. ſaſpended till we be- 
lieve; which is the fame that our Saviour 
himſelf faith; when he commiſſioned his 

D 2 Apo-_ 
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Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel of Salva- 


tion to the loſt World, Mark 16. 16. Go 
Preach the Goſpel — He that believes 


ſhall be ſaved, and he that believes rot ſhall 
be damned. It is freely offered and gi- 
ven by God and Chriſt in the Goſpel Co- 
venant, but Faith is required as a neceſſa- 
Ty Ciſpoſition, in all that ſhall actually 
—_ and partake of it. 

Sincere Faith, which is the unfeign- 
ed Qvcfene of the Heart to receive and 
cloſe with Chriſt upon the Terms of the 
Goſpel Covenant, 1s neceſſary to our firſt 
Intereſt and Title to it; that is, before a 
Soul is brought to this believing or clo- 
ng with Chriſt, it is (as to the ſpecial 
and principal Effects and Fruits of it) but 
a Grace offcred, a Chriſt, a Saviour, and 
Salvation offered and tendered; bur when 
we believe then it is a Salvation begun in 
us, then we actually partake of ſome of 
the favin g Fruits and Eﬀfe&ts of this Grace, 
and have a juſt Title and Claim to com- 
pleat Salvation, to be given. us in Gods 
Time and Way. | 

2. The continued Exetciſe &, and per- 
ſevering in this Faith, and the- neceſſary 
Fruits of it ; Holineſs and ſincere Obedi- 
ence to Chriſt and his Commands, : is ne- 
ceſlary to our final and- : compleat Salvati- 

on ; 
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on; that is, to our full Deliverance from 
Sin and Satan, Death and Hell; and our 
Poſſeſſion of Eternal Life and Happineſs, 
not that one who truly b:lieves, if he 
ſhould Dye the next Day or Hour, be- 
fore the Performance of any one further 
A& of Holineſs and Obedience ; would 
want any Thing, to qualifie him for com- 
pleat Salvation; no, you mult not un- 
derſtand it ſo. For true Faith, as it ju- 
ſtites the Believer at the very Moment 
of his believing ; ſo it would fave him if 
he ſhould Dye the next Moment : Bur if 
God gives us further Life and Time, Per- 
ſeverance in Faith and Holineſs to the ve- 
ry end of our Lives, is neceſſary to con- 
tinue our Right and Title to Salvation ; 
as Faith was at firſt to the obtaining of 
it. Hence are thoſe Promiſes of complear 
Salvation to continued Perſeverance in 
Faith and Holineſs, Rom.2.7. To them who 
by patient Continuance in well doing ſeek for 
---Eternal Life, James 1.12. Bleſſed-is be 
that indures Temptation, for after be is tryed 
be ſhall receive the Crown of Life. Rev. 2. 
10. Be thou faithful to the Death, and I 
will grve thee a Crown of Life, 2 Pet. 1. 
5, G6, 7, 8, 11. Give Dilizence to add to 
your Faith Vertue, and to Vertue, Knowledge, 
CC. for ſo an entrance ſhall be mmni- 
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ſtred unto you, into the Everlaſting Kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour : And thoſe 
Threats on the other Hand to thoſe that 


do not Perſevere. Heb. 10. 38. —— If 
any Man draw back, my Sonl ſhall have no 
Pleaſure in him, Heb. 12. 14. And 


Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. 


What 1 ſhall ſay to the laſt Point of 
Dodrine, ( viz. That Salvation being thro? 
Faith, doth not hinder or oppugn its being of 
Grace ) ſhall be in anſwering three Que- 
ſtions or Objections, that may be made 
againſt its being of Grace. 

Oueſt. 1. How is our Salvation of 
Grace, ſince it 15 not without the Merit 
and Satisfaction of Chriſt ? But before I 
come diredtly to Anſwer this, I muſt 
Premiſe ſomething for the better Under- 
{tanding of this Matter which 1s this. 

Thar the Scripture,ſpeaking of the Sal- 
vation of Sinners, as it doth aſſert that it 
is of Grace; ſo we frequently meet with 
this Phraſe that it is through Faith, and 
elſewhere moſt frequently, that it is thro? 
Chriſt. Ir is of Grace through Faith, 
ſaith the Text, 2 Tim. 3.15. Wiſe 


unto Salvation, through Faith in Chriſt Fe- 
Hho throngh 
Faith 


fes, Heb. 6. I2, 
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Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. 
And elſewhere we find that Salvation and 
all the Parts of it are ſaid to be through 
Chriſt, Rom. 3. 24. Through the Re- 
demption that is in Chbriſt Jeſus. Eph. 1. 


7. Redemption through his Blood. Tit. 
3. 5, 6. But according to his Mercy 
he ſaved us which he ſhed on us a= . © 


bundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ;, 
in theſe, and many other Scriptures, you 
may obſerve, that Grace, Mercy, or Love, 
as It isa Love of Benevolence or Good- 
will; 1sat the Head or Top of all; which 
is Gods gracious Free, Propenſion and 
Inclination to do good to us, to Pardon 
and Save us; this you ſee is at the Head 
of all, and before all ; but the Effects and 
Fruits of it, is {aid to be given to us ſome- 
times through Chriſt, through his Blood, 
and through his Redemption, and ſome- 
times through Faith ; and yet theſe hin- 
der not its being of Grace. 

1. Salvation 1s through Chriſt with re- 
ſpe& to God giving and beſtowing of it, 
that he may give ſuch great and undeſer- 
ved Mercies and Benefits to Sinners, in a 
way, becoming himſelf, becoming of his 
Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Juſtice, which 
could not be, if they were given abſolute- 
ly without reſpe& to the Redemption and 
Satisfaction of Chriſt, D 4 2, 
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2. And it is ſaid to be through Faith, 
with reſpect to our receiving and being 
made actual Partakers of theſe Benefits, 
of Pardon, Life, and Salvation: We muſt 
receive theſe great and undeſerved Bene- 
fits throngh Faith, and partake of them 
only by Faith ; that we may 1n our very 
partaking of them, honour both the Fa- 
ther and the Son, both our Supream Re- 
tor, and Redeemer ; that is we muſt re- 
ceive and partake of them in ſuch a way, 
wherein we ſhall acknowledge, admire, 
and adore the Love and Mercy, the Wiſ- 
dom, Holineſs, and Juſtic2 of God the 
Father: Together with the Love, Grace, 
Condeſcenſion, and Kindneſs of our Sa- 
viour and Redeemer. God gives Salva- 
tion through Chriſt and his Redemption, 
that he may give as becomes himſelf, ſo 
as becomes, an infinitely Wiſe, Holy, 
and Juſt Governour; and we muſt receive 
or partake of it only through Faith, that 
we may receive it as becomes our ſelves, 
that is, as becomes miſerable, guilty, loſt, 
and undone Sinners ; we muſt receive the 
Salvation of Grace, in ſuch a way, where- 
' in our very receiving, is an acknowledg- 
ment that our ſelves are nothing, and 
that God and Chriſt 1s all; that even 
when we receive a Pardon, we ſhall at 


the 
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the ſame time, yea, in the ſame AQ ac- 
knowledge that we deſerve to be condem- 
ned ; and that Gods Grace freely beſtows 
all upon us for the ſake of the Redempti- 
on and Satisfation of Chriſt ; ſo much in 
the general, and which will afford Light 
for the ſolving of the following Queſtions 
or ObjeQtions. : 

Obj. 1. How is our Salvation of Grace, 
and of ſuch free Grace, when it is not 
without the Merit and Satisfaftion of 
Chriſt, when ſo great a Price, as the Lite 
and Blood of the Son of God, was exaQ- 
ed by God, and paid by Chriſt for the 
Purchaſe of it ? 

Anſ. The Socinians will eafily anſwer 
this in their way, for they ſay that our 
Pardon and Salvation ; 1s meerly an Act 
of Dominion and Favonr ; and not pro- 
cured by the Sufferings of Chriſt, asa Pu- 
niſhment and SatisfaQtion for our Sins:For 
they ſay that Chriſts Sufterings was no 
Puniſhment for our Sin, nor any proper 
Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice; and that 
our. Sin was no antecedent inpulſive 
Cauſe of Chriſts Suffering, nor his Suffer- 
ingsany meritorious Cauſe of our Pardon 
or Salvation. But this cannot be admit- 
ted, without ſubverting the whole Go- 
ipe], and deſtroying the very Foundati- 

Ons 
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ons of the Chriſtian Religion ; for this 
makes the whole Mediation, Death and 
Sufferings of Chrilt tobe in vain, or of 
very little uſe; for they aſſign but little, 
if any thing more, to the Death of Chriſt 
then what may be attributed to the Death 
and Sufferings of the Martyrs. 

This therefore muſt be acknowledged 
that the Death and Suffterings of Chriſt 
were a Puniſhment for our Sins, a proper 
Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, a price of 
our Redemption, and yet that our Par- 
don and Salvation is of Grace notwith- 
ſtanding. 

For the right Underſtanding of which 
it is neceſlary to ſhew. 

1. How or in what Relation God is 
chiefly to be conlidered in this buſineſs of 
the Redemption and Salvation of Sinners, 

2, What is the Reaſon and Uſe of 
Chriſts Sufferings. 

1. God in the Buſineſs of Redemption, 
is to be conſidered principally as the ſu- 
pream Ruler and Governour of the 
World ; infinitely. Wiſe, Holy and Juſt, 
who was greatly offended and provoked 
by Sin ; and his Law and Government 
ſlighted, diſpiſed, and trampled upon by 
Sinners ; and yet of his own infinitely 
good and gracious Nature, was prope 

an 
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and inclined to ſhew Pity and Mercy, 
yea, to deliver and fave his miſerable 
Creatures, that had made themſelves fo 
by their Sin and Apoſtfalie. But this 
could not be effected without ſome way 
or medium,whereby the Honour of God's 
Law; and of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Holineſs, as the righteous Governour of 
the World ſhall be ſecured and preſerved; 
for God can do nothing unjuſtly, nothing 
unwiſely, or unholily; but ſhould he of 
meer Grace and Favour without any Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, or a ſufficient SatisfaQion 
to his Juſtice, have pardoned the Sin of 
Man, there would have lain great Impu- 
tations againſt his Wiſdom, and Holi- 
neſs; his Truth and Juſtice, and ſuch in- 
conveniences as would have reproached, 
if not ſubverted his Government, It may 
not be amiſs to give you alight touch of 
this; for I deſign to not inſiſt upon it ſo 
largely as it might be. | 

1. If God ſhould have pardoned and 
ſaved Sinners without a SatisfaQion, this 
would have refle&ed upon his Wiſdom ; 
for ſince he had with infinite Wiſdom 
and Counſel made a Law for the Go- 
vernmgnfzeh his Creatures; with a Penabe- 
ty .nnaF i cafs- gf DiſobedienceHow 
could it Fand with his _ nated 

the 
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the Contempt and Violation of it, and of 
his own Authority therein; to goaltoge- 
ther unpvniſhed ? What ? to have his Law 
trampled upon ; and as it were made void 
aſſoon as made ; it he ſhould ſuffer this to 
gounpuniſhed, he would ſeem to diſre- 
gard his own Law, in the Sanction of it, 
as much as his Creature haddone the Pre- 
cept of it. 

Again ſhould he ſuffer the Violation of 
of his Law to go altogether unpuniſhed ; 
would it not ſcem as if he now ſaw Rea- 
ſon to alter his Mind ; fince he ſaw good 
not to exact that Puniſhment he had de- 
nounced. 

2. And it he ſhould have exatted no 
Puniſhment or Satisfaftion for Sin, there 
would lyea great Impeachment againſt his 
Joſtice and Wiſdom together; for, either 
Sin did deierve Puniſhment, and as great 
a Puniſhment as was threatened, or it did 
not deſerve it. If it did not deſerve it, 
then it was -unjuſt to enact it in the Law : 
But ifit did deſerve it, as no doubt it did ; 
then upon the entrahce of Sin Juſtice muſt 
neceſſarily require,” that either the Pu- 
niſhment threatened,or an equivalent,and 
ſuch as ſhall be full Satisfaction be exact- 
ed 


And here obſerve, that though a Cre- 
dicor, 
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ditor may freely forgive a Debt; that is 
owing to him without Injuſtice , yet a 
Governour in many Caſes connot forgive 
a Criminal without Injuſtice, becauſe Pu- 
niſhmentsare in ſome Caſes abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, for the keeping up a due Reve- 
rence and Regard of the Governour, and 
of his Laws. And likewiſe for the good 
of the Common-wealth, the preſerving 
of due Order,and the ſecuring of the Lives 
and Properties of the Subjets ; why ; God 
is here to beconſidered as the th as 
Governour of the World. | 
3. And there would lye an Impeach- 
ment againſt his Truth and Veracity 
too; for having threatened ſuch a Pu- 
niſhment for the Violation of his Law; 
would not his Veracity be called into 
Queſtion if none was exaQted. 
4. And from all theſe there would 4 4- 
riſe a great inconveniency and diſorder 
in the future Government of the World ; 
for Men would hence take occaſion to im- 
bolden themſelves in . Sin; and fiagrer 
themſelves with Hopes of Impunity i init; 
for they might thus,Reaſon ; it God tid 
once, without any SatisfaQtion, fhew 
mercy to his ſinning Creatures, and that 
contrary to the Sentence of his own Law, 
then my may he not do ſo again? Andi 
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be not inconſiſtent with his Nature, and 
governing Juſtice, to let one Sia go un- 
puniſhed ( and that ſucha one as did quar- 
tam in ſe ſpoil the deſign of his works aſ- 
Toon as made) then why not another, and 
another, and fo Men would be incoura- 
ged to Hope, that notwithſtanding all the 
'threatenings of Gods Law, that yet they 
Might have Peace though they did walk on 
in the ways of their own Hearts. 

Nay ; and it would lay a Foundation for 
Men to diſtruſt and be ſuſpicious, of the 
certainty and ſtability of his Promiſe too ; 

.for if God do diſregard the threatning of 
his Law, then why not the Promiſe too ; 
and ſo _— ſtability of his Promiſe, 
and the awe and terrour of his Threats, 
, would be mightily ſhaken at once; the 
wicked imboldened and hardened in Sin, 
. with Hopes of Impunity, notwithſtand- 
-1ng all his Threats. And the Comforts 
and Coniidence of the Righteous weaken- 
ed notwithſtanding all his Promiſes. 

Theſe and many more ſuch like great 
inconveniencies and diſorders would ne- 
ceilarily have followed if Sin ſhould have 
beeu pardoned, and Sinners faved with- 

- Our. a Satisf::ction to the Juſtice of God, 

Theie Things are neceſlary to under- 

ſtand theReafon and Uſe of Chriſts Suf- 
ferings, 2, And + 
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3. And now here comes in the Neceſ- 
ſity, and Reaſon of Chriſt Sufferings ; not 
that God was ſo delighted with the Blood 
and Sufferings of Chriſt, meerly conſide- 
red as Sufferings ; that he would ell his 
great Benefits to us, for the Blood of his 
innocent Son : nor to incline God to be 
merciful, that was before averſe to it. 
No ; but ſince he was propenſe to ſhew 
Mercy, he might 1n this way do it, with- 
out any prejudice to his other Perfei- 
ons, becauſe in the Death-and 'Sufferings 
of Chriſt, there is a ſufficient /alvs for the 
Honour of his Law and Government, and 
of his Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Juſtice ; fo 
that now his Mercy and Kindneſs is exer- 
ciſed in pardoning of guilty Sinners, 
without any Impeachment of the Honour 
of his other PerfeQtions ; | he can now*'be 
juſt as well as merciful in Pardoning, and 
holy as wellas pitiful and kind in Sparing. 

And hisrich and free Grace in pardo- 
ning and faving Sinners in this way dot 
thus appear. TP 

1. In that this way for the Satisfaction 
of his own Juſtice, and for the vindica- 
ting the Honour of his Law and Go- 


'yernment, was of his own finding ont and 


provideing ; the Scripture every whete 
attributes the contrivance of Redemption 
to 
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to God himſelf, Job 33. 24. IT have 
found a#anſome ;, God did out of his own 
Treaſure provide for the Satisfaction of 
his own Juſtice; the giving of Chriſt to 
be our eemer, was the Fruit of his 
free ſelf-moving Love and Grace, Joh. 3. 
16. God ſ»lyve.; the World that be gave his 
$0n. & 

2. His Grace appears in accepting of 
what Chriſt did and ſuffered for us, ſo as 
thereupon, and for the ſake of Chriſt to 
Pardon aud Acquit us, when we beleive 
in him; for though the Suffering of Chriſt, 
were abundantly ſufficient to make Satis- 
fation ; yer it is of the free Grace of God 
to accept them on our behalf; for in that 
very Thing there is a Relaxation of the 
Law, for that did threaten every Offendor 

in his own Perſon, and none elſe. 
' 3. Nay here ſeems to be a more abun- 
dant Grace and Love 1n giving Pardon 
and Salvation through Chriſt, then if he 
had givenitas a meer AQ of Dominion 
and Favour, without any SatisfaQtion to 
his Juſtice. For you ſee that the Sufferings 
of Chriſt was not to purchaſe GodsLove of 


Goodwill to us, for that was Antecedent . 


tothe Sufferings of Chriſt, and the mov- 
ing Cauſe of his giving Chriſt ; but the 
true Reaſon of Chriſts Sufferings is, =_- 
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the Honour of his Law and Governmeat, 
and of all his PerfeQtions might be ſecured 
and provided for, in the exerciſe of his 
Grace, and pardoning Mercy towards us. 
Now that he ſhould give hiF-only be- 
gotten and dearly beloved Sort; to be ſo 
humbled and abaſed, to ungergo ſuch 
Shame and Miſery and Deattt for us, 
this was of all others the higheſt Inſtance 
and Demonſtration of his Grace and Love 
to us; it was impoſſible that he ſhould 
be merciful at a dearer Rate, or ſhew his 
Love and Kindneſs ina more ſtupendious 
Way. We have aſtory of Zalexcus King 
of Locris, that when his own Son was | 
found to have tranſgreſſed a Law, that 
threatened the loſs of both Eyes to the 
Offendor, the King reſolves to execute 
the Law, to ſave that from Contempt ; 
and yet withal to ſhew Mercy and Kind- 
neſs to his Son, and that by this means, 
he conſented to have one of his own Eyes 
put out to fave one of his Sons Eyes; 
now will not all acknowledge that herein 
he ſhewed his Love to his Son, more than 
if he had freely remitted the whole Pe- 
nalty. Why, thus it is here, God hath 
ſhewed his Grace and Loye to us much 
more in giving his Son, and faving of 
us through his SatisfaQtion, than if he had 

E done 
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done it as a meer At of Dominion and 
Favour. So much in Anſwer to the firſt 
ObjeQtion. | 


Olj. 2. How 1s Salvation by Grace, 
ſince it is only by.or through Faith, and not 
without it ; -ince ſnch a Condition, Diſ- 
poſition or Qualification 1s neceſſary to 
our actual recciving or partaking of it. 


Arnſ. 1. Grace and Faith are not in- 
conſiltent, not oppoſite or contrary one 
* to another, ſo that it may be, and 1s, ne- 
vertheleſs of Grace, though it be only 
through Faith and not without it ; for, 
Faith, is no prvcuring, meriting, or de- 
ſerving Cauſe of Salvation, only a neceſ- 
fary Diſpoſition to © our receiving of it ; 
viz. that which'makes us duely.qualified 
and diſpoſed Subjeas; as the Sun Com- 
municates its. Light freely, but the Win- 
dow-fhuts muſt beTemoved before it can 
inhghten our Houſe and Dwelling; and 
as the taking away of the Window-ſhuts 
is no Cauſe of the'Sonis-lhght, only it re- 
moves that which did' hinder its' ſhining 
into our Houſe; ſo it is in this Caſe, Faith 
13 bur like the unſkoping of the Window, 
the removing that _ which did hinder the 
healing and ſaving Beams of Grace from 
ſhining into our Souls. 2. 
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2, Faith as to the moſt vital and eſſen- 
tial AQt of it ( which is the Conſent or 
Choice of the Heart and Will ) 1s but a 


\ hearty,thankful Acceptance of the Gift of 


Grace, according to its proper Nature 
and Uſe; for when you do heartily and 
lincerely Conſent to take (Chriſt, for all 
the ends and uſes that he is offered to 
you for, ia the Goſpel, then are you Be- 
lievers indeed, and Chriſt and Salvati- 
on 1s yours in Right and Title; when you 
thankfully accept of Chriſt to ſave you 
from Sin, as well as from the evil Conſe- 
quents and Miſeries that follow it, then 
Chriſt is yours, and Salvation 1s yours in 
Title; now I hope a Gift is nevertheleſs 
free, though it be given to none but thoſe 
that are willing to receive it, yea and to 
thoſe only that will heartily and thanktul- 


ly receive it. If: the King Pardon a 


Traytor on Condition that he will thank- 
fully Accept it, and Promiſe to Rebel no 
more, but become a Loyal SubjeR, I hope 
he Pardons freely though upon ſuch a 
Condition ; if you give any thing to the 
Poor on this Condition, that they reach 
forth their Hand to receive what you 
give, and be thankful to you for it, would 


fou not reckon that you give freely ? and 


E 2 never- 
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nevertheleſs freely, though you require 


-tharrthey-dhonld thankfully receive your 


Alms : Why, thus is our Salvation of 
Grace, though it be only through Faith 
and not withourtit, for Faith is but our 
hearty, thankful, receiving of the Gift 
according to its Nature and Uſe. 

Obj. But it may poſlibly be objected a- 
gainſt this, that many carnal and ungod- 
ly Men would gladly accept of Salvation, 
and yet they are not therefore ſaved, nor 
have any Right or Titleto it. | 

Anſ. Take notice, that I fay,that Faith 
is but a hearty, thankful accepting of the 
Gift according to its proper Nature and 
Uſe ? and is any carnal and ungodly Man, 
while ſuch, heartily willing and defirous 
to accept it ſo! No, he 15 not, nor can 
he be, while he remains carnal and un- 
godly ; But you will fay, He is willing 
to accept of Salvation: Yea, no doubt, 
but what ſort of Salvation? Not the 
Salvation of the Goſpel ; not that Salva- 
tion that is Purchaſed- and Offered by 
Chriſt. At moſt, he deſires only a part, 
but not the whole of it ; he would be fa- 
ved from Hell, but he would not be ſaved 
from Sin; he abhors and loaths that:part 
of Salvation, as muchas he doth wiſh for, 
and delire the other, No. doubt, there 
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are ne but would be ſaved from the 
Miftzgas of the Damned, from Everlaſt- 
ing Burnings, and Chains of Darkneſs ; ' 
but there are Thouſands that would nor 
be ſaved from their vain, carnal, earthly, | 
ſenſual, and ſelfiſh Diſpolition of Mind 
ft | and Heart. Alas! All that we can do, 
we cannot perſwade Men to this, we 
i- | cannot by all manner of Arguments and 
I- I Intreaties, prevail with Men to be willing 
a, | to be ſaved from theſe: AundSalvation 
Yr || from theſe and ſuch like evil and carnal 
_ | Diſpoſitions, is a great and Principal 
h | Part of the Salvation of the Goſpel. 
e Again, There are many that are will- 
d ff ing to accept of Chriſt; but how ? Not 
n, | wholly and intirely, as he is offered in + 
us F the Goſpel ; they would have him to 
NJ Pardon them, bur not to rule overthem ; 
2- | they would have him to ſave them from 
8 | the Guilt of Sin, and the Curſe for Sin ; 
but not from the Power and Dominion 
of it : They would, with all their hearts, 
have him to make them happy, but not | 
to make them holy, not to conform them | 
to the Image of God; No, in this reſpe& | 
they hate him, - as much as they delire him- 
ia other reſpe&s; they would have Chriſt 
to be to them a Hiding Place from the 
Wind, a Refuge and Shelter from the 
E 3 Storms 
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Storms of Wrath, but they would not 
not haye him as a Phyſician to heal their 
diſeaſed Souls of their inordinate love 
of Self and the World, and Creature- 
comforts, of their Senſuality, and Selft- 
iſhneſs. 

Thus when it comes to be examined, 
it will be found, that there is not a car- 
nal Man in the World that 1s truely wil- 
ling and deſirous of Salvation, in the 
true and full fence of ir. 


3. Faith it ſelf is the Gift of God, though 
it be but a hearty thankful acceptance of 
the Gift, according to it's proper Nature 
and Uſe, yet ſuch is the Pravity and Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, fuch 1s the Car- 
nality, Earthlineſs, Senſuality of our Diſ- 
poſitions, naturally, that we ſhould never 
conſent to this, unleſs Gods ſpecial Grace 
did incline and perſwade ns to it. Did 
not God give us Faith we ſhonld never 
have it. All the Intreaties, Promiſes, 
Threatenings of the Goſpel would never 
perſwade our hearts to it without the 
ſpecial Grace of God ; all the Arguments 
taken from God or our Selves, from Life 
and Death, Heaven and Hell, everlaſting 
happineſs or miſery, would never pre- 
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to believe, without the powerful, eſfi- 
cacious Grace of God: This 1s clear from 
many, expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture, 
the Text faith, it is zot of our ſelves, it 
is the Gift of God. Phil. 1. 29. unto you 


Iſa . 53. 1. Who hath believed or report ; 
and then follows as a reaſon of it, to whom 
hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed. 
Now tho God give Salvation to none 
but Believers, yet ſince Faith it ſelf is 
his Gift too, that makes it to be never- 
theleſs of Grace ſtill. Indeed was Faith 
a Diſpoſition, acquired meerly by the 
power of Nature, or onely by our own 
Diligence an& Induſtry in the Uſe of 
Means, without the Grace of God ; then 
it would leſſen the Glory of Grace indeed ; 
and at beſt make it to be partly of Grace, 
and partly of our Selves. But it is not 
ſo; Faith that doth qualifie and diſpoſe 
us for Salvation, is Gods Gift as well as 
Salvation it ſelf; Grace gives all, both 
the Diſpoſition to receive, and the con- 
ſequent Benefit received too. But he al- 
ways gives it in this wiſe, and holy Way 
and Order, that he makes one Gift to 
be the neceſſary Qualification to diſpoſe 
the Soul for the receiving of another : 
He gives Repentancc, to diſpoſe the Soul 
"0; E 4 to 
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to receive Forgiveneſs of Sin ; gives Faith, 
to diſpoſe the Soul to receive the great 
benefits of Juſtification and Adoption; 
gives Holineſs and Purity of Heart, to 
diſpoſe the Soul for Communion with 
God and the everlaſting Injoyment of 
him ; and he always obſerve this Order 
and Method, in beſtowing the great and 
ſaving Gifts of his Grace, and never 
varies it. So that thoſe ſhall never have 
the Gift of forgiveneſs of Sin, that have 
not firſt the Gift of Repentance; and thoſe 
ſhall never have the Gift of Salvation that 
have not firſt the Gift of Faith and 
Holineſs. 

Obj. 3. But if Salvation be by Grace 
though it be through Faith, ( whichis but 
the hearty, thankful, acceptance of the 
Gift ) yet how is compleat Salvation, 
that is the Poſſeſſion of Eternal Life and 
Glory of Grace; when ſo much Care and 
Diligence and perſevering Continuance 
in the Duties of Holineſs and Obedience, 
15 required in order to the Poſſeſſion of 
It. 


Anſ. 1. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
the greateſt Diligence and Seriouſneſs in 
the Duties of Holineſs and Obedience, 
and Continuance therein to our Lives 
end, are required to our compleat Salva- 
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tion ; yet this is not oppoſite to Grace, 
nor make Salvation to be ever the leſs of 
Grace, 

That theſe are neceſſary, ſee what the 
Scripture ſaith, Phil. 2. 12. Work out your 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 
Rom. 2. 7. To them who by patient conti- 
nuance in well doing Eternal Life. 
Heb. 12. 14. follow — and Holineſs 
without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
2 Pet. 1. 5,6, 7, $, 10. And beſides this 
giving all Diligence, add to your Faith, Ver- 
te It diſcovers great ignorance for 
any to call the Preaching of, and Preſſing 
of Holineſs and Obedience, as ſuch, legal 
Preaching : For if ſo, never was greater 
legal Preachers heard then the Apoltles 
Peter and Payl. Nay, if the meer preſ- 
ſing of fuch Duties be legal Preaching, 
then our Saviour himſelf was a legal 
Preacher too, Luke 13. 24, 27. Strive to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate. — Mat. 5.16, 
17, 19, 20. and Mat, 7. 24. He that hears 
theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them 
And what Sayings were theſe ? why, thoſe 
excellent Precepts of Holineſs and Obe- 
dience that he had Preached to them in 
his Sermon upon the Mount 3 whence it 
is plain, That it 15 not the preſſing of the 
Duties of Holineſs and Obedience that makes 

Preache+ 
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Preaching to be Legal Preaching ; but it ts 
the Ends and Uſes that they are preſſed for, 
that muſt denowinate it : If they are preſſed 
for Goſpel-Ends and Uſes, that is Goſpel- 
Preaching ; and I ſee not how the Goſpel 
can be truly Preached without the preſ- 
ſing of them in their place; and if any 
do pretend to Preach the Goſpel without 
it, they either Preach not Chrill”s Goſpel, 
or but by the Halves; bur if aay do preſs 
the Duties of Holineſs and Obcdience for 
Legal-ends and purpoſes, that 1s Legal 
Preaching indeed. 

But tho Holineſs and ſincere Obedience 
are neceſ]ary to Eternal Life and Salva- 
tion, yet it is nevertheleſs of Grace; for 
whoſoever ſets Grace and Evaugelical Ho- 
lineſs and Obedience, in oppoſition one 
to another, they ſet Chriſt, and his Word 
or Goſpel againſt ir ſelf, and make it to 
ſpeak Contradictions; and they igno- 
rantly leſſen, and reproach and degrade 
that Grace which they wouid ſeem to ex- 
alt.; for Salvation 1s never the leſs of Grace, 
tho Holineſs and Obedience are neceſſary, 
as the Means and Way to attain it; which 
will thus appear. 

1, Becauſe Evangelical Holineſs and. 
Obedience 1s it ſelf a Gift of Grace, even as 
Faith is ; for Faith is the Roar and Prin- 
ciple 
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ciple of all true Obedience ; and all Ho- 
lineſs and Obedience is the Natural and 
Neceſſary Fruits and Products of it : So 
that Holineſs and Obedience are given 
virtually in the Gift of Faith it ſelf; 
when God givesa principle that neceſlari- 
ly produces ſuch and ſuch Effects; he 


_ truely gives thoſe Effects themſelves in 


giving of the Principles ; as he that gives 
you a Tree that naturally and certainly 
will bear ſuch Fruits, he gives you the 
Fruit in giving of you the Tree; as in 
Creation God gave Man a Principle of 
Reaſon, which doth principally Diffe- 
rence him from bruit Creatures; why 
now in giving him this principle of Rea- 
ſon he gave all the following Ads. of 
Reaſon, whereby a Man Adts in a 
higher and more excellent way than the 
Bruits are capable of, why thus it is 
here. 


2, But further, Grace doth not only 
give the Principle of Holineſs and' Obe- 
dience ; but Grace doth ſtill continue to 
aQtuate the Principle, and concurs to the 
Production of every individual A& of 
Holineſs and Obedience. Grace doth not 
turn vs off to Trade with the Stock that 
is firſt given and beſtowed upon us, but 

. It 
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it daily gives forth, and communicates 
renewed influxes to us ; there 1s an exci- 
ting quickening Grace, that ſtirs us up 
when we are dull, and rouſes us up to a 
Holy Diligence and Fervour when we 
are Drowhie and Slothful ; and there is 
helping, aiding, or aſſiſting Grace, gi- 
ven forth to every renewed Act of Obe- 
dience; Without me, faith Chriſt, you car 
do nothing And if you abide in me, as the 
Branch in the Vine, then you ſhall bring 
forth Fruit, but not elſe, John 15. Phil. || 
- iy > For it is God that Works in 
you both to will and to do of his own good 
Pleaſure ;, hence it is molt plain that Sal- 
vation is of Grace, notwithſtanding ſuch 
Care and Diligence in the Dutys of Holi- 
neſs and Obedience be neceſlary in order 
to it: For you ſee that Evangelical Holi- 
neſs and Obedience it ſelf is of Grace. 


3. Further ſtill, the more Holy and 
Obedient any are, the more Grace do 
they receive from God, and the more 
they are beholden to Grace, and the 
greater Obligations they have to Praiſe 
and Admire the Riches of it towards 
them; for the more Holy and Obedient 
any are, the more large and bountiful is 
Grace 11 its Gifts to them, 1 Cor. 15, 
IO, By 
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10. By the Grace of God, I am nhat I am, 
and his Grace beſtowed upon me, was not tn 
vain, for I laboured more abundantly than 
they all and to this Purpoſe, we 
have a ſaying of St. Auguſtine, the more 
any one doth, the more Holy and Obedi- 
ent he is, the more is he a Debtor to the 
Grace of God, Mr. Rutherford in his 
Book of the Covenant of Grace, Þ. 198. 
Speaking of the difference betwixt Go- 


| Ipel Obedience, and that of Adam in 
Innocency ; ſaith, ia Goſpel Obedience, 


we offer more of the Lords own, and leſs 
of our own, becauſe he both Commands, 
and gives us Grace to obey. You may 
hence ſee, what ſtrange Preachers of 
Grace they are ( if ſuch there be, as is 
ſaid ) that ſet it in Oppoſition to Evan- 
gelical Holineſs, and Obedience. For, 
alas! they do ( unwittingly no douby) 
leſſen Grace and deny many of its great» . 
eſt Gifts, and ſtrip it of a principal Part 
of its Glory, while they think, they do 
exalt it. This whole Matter may be y- 


_ Iuſtrated by a Similitude or two. Sup- 


poſe a Nobleman takes a Beggar from 
the Dunghil, deligning to make him his 
Heir; or to give him an Eſtate of many 
hundreds or thouſands per Amnum ; but 
before he will beſtow it upon him, he 

will 
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will make him an accompliſhed Man, fir 
"to be uſeful and ſerviceable in his Coun- 
trey, or elſe he will not give it him; 
and in Order hereunto, he is at a great 
deal of Pains, and Care, and Charge, in 
educating of him, at the Schools, and 
at the Univerlity, and the Inns of Court ; 
and when he 1s compleatly accompliſhr, 
he gives his Honour and Eſtate to him ; 
now doth this make his Gift to be ever 
the leſs, or the leſs free, becauſe he gave 
him the former Gift of his Education, 
and made that a Condition of his recei- 
ving the other? Will not all Men ac- 
knowledge, that his Bounty, was fo far 
from being the leſs, that it was really 
the greater for it : That the Gift of his 
Education, did much the more inhance 
his Bounty and Kindneſs to him, than if 
hg had given him his Eſtate alone with- 
out it; and that he was much the more 
obliged and beholden to him, 1n that he 
gave him not only his Eſtate, but his E- 
ducation too. 

Why, really this is our Caſe, ſhould 
God give us Heaven, without Holineſs 
( was that poſſible) his Grace wovld be | 
unſpeakably leſs to us than it 1s; ia firſt Þ. 
making of us Holy and Obedient, that | 
we may thereby be made fit and meet 
to 10Joy It. Again, 
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Again, ſuppoſe a Coundemned Tray- 
tor, that is likewiſe Sick of a Mortal 
Diſeaſe, that if he Dye not by the Hand 
of Juſtice, he is ſure quickly to Dye of 
his Diſeaſe ; now is it not a far greater 
Grace and Favour of the King, to pro- 
cure him a Phyſician and: Pay for his 
Cure, and to Pardon his Crime too, 
than it would be only to Pardon his 
Crime and leave him to Dye of his Diſ- 
eaſe? Why, this is our very Caſe, we 
are Diſeaſed as well as Condemned Sin- 
ners; and were ofr Crimes pardoned, 
and our Niſcaſes not cured we ſhould be 
miſerable ſtill, but the rich, free, and 
abundant Grace of God, doth nor. only 
Pardon our Crimes, but heals our Dif- 
eaſes too, by making of us Holy and o- 
bedtent. 


USE of Information. 

1, If it be fo, that it is by Grace that 
we are ſaved ; then this is direQtly againſt 
the Doctrine of the Merit of our good 
Works, for Grace and Debt are dire&ly 
oppoſed by the Apoſtle as inconfiſtent, 
Rom. 4. 4. and Rom, 11. 6, Grace doth 


{ not deſtroy .our Obligation to Works of 


Holineſs and Obedience but increaſes it, 
and lays greater Obligations upon vs than 
| ever; 
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ever; but it quite overthrows the Merit 
and Deſert 0 them ; or their being any 
way procuring, and "deſerving Cauſes of 
Salvation; Grace obliges more ſtrongly 
than ever, to the greateſt Diligence, 
Induſtry and Endeavour in the Pradtiſe 
of them; but when we have done all 
that we are able, we muſt renounce all 
in Point of Deſert, and fay, we are un- 
profitable Servants. 


2, If Salvation be of Grace, then this 
likewiſc overthrows that Doctrine - 
the Power of Nature or Free-will ; 
being ſufficient and able of it ſelf Na 


Converſion without the Grace of God ; 

for theſe two are inconſiſtent, that it 
ſhould be of Grace, and yet that the 
Power of Nature ſhould be ſufficient, 
without Grace, and therefore the other 
muſt be falſe. Jt is not of him, that wills 
nor of him that runs, but of God that ſhews 
Hercy ;, And who made thee to differ from 
another, or what haſt thou that thou haſt not 
received ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. and Phil. 2, 13, 
Its God that Works in you both to will and 
to do of bis own good Pleaſure. 


"2, But let us come to ſome Uſe of. 


this DoQrine that may be more for our . 
_- Pra- 
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Prattice z. Of--you-that have heard this 
Dodrine, that The Salvation of Sinners 15 
of Grace, T'reckon there are theſe two 
forts "of you. -' Some that have had as 
yet no Experience of the ſaving Effefts 
of this Grace in your ſelves; and others 
of you that have had Experience of it. 
Now let us conſider, what Direction and 
Inſtruction this Doarine of Gods Grace 
may afford to both theſe ſorts; to the 
one ſort, in Order to their getting into 
a State of Grace and Salvation ; and to 
the other ſort, in Order to their furthe- 
rance and increaſe in Grace and Holineſs 
and Comfort ; there is much in it for the 
Inſtruction and Help of both forts, if 
God give you but Wiſdom and Skill, and 
Hearts to draw it out, But I would firſt 
ſay ſomething to both in general ; and 
then ſhew what InſtruQion there is 1n it 
to both more particularly. 


1. In general, let me Caution all Per- 
ſons whatſoever to take ſpecial heed, that 
they do not wreſt and abuſe this Doarine 
of the Grace of God ; we havegreat need 
of this Caution, becauſe of that. marve- 
lous Proneneſs, that. there is in all Men 
toit. Partly. through the ignorance and 


reakneſs-of our- Underſtanding ; and 
CY 


eſpe- 
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eſpecially through the caxaal,: ſelfiſh; aud 
corrupt _ Diſpoſition of our Hearts; 
i. Moſt Mens Underſtandings are fo 
weak, that-they think thoſe things to be 
oppolite or inconſiſtent that. are not ſo, 
but are ſubordinate ; as'Gods Grace and 
Mans Duty; and his Care and Diligence 
in the uſe of Means; and all our Natures 
are ſo corrupt, that we are apt to turn 
the moſt precious Doctrine of Grace into 
Poyſon te our Souls; as the Spider 
fucks Venome out of the molt ſweet and 
wholeſome Plants and Flowers that be. 
The Apoſtle knew very well, how prone 
Men are to wreſt and abuſe the Grace of 
God; and therefore, when he had been 
diſcourſing largely of the riches and free- 
neſs of it in the former Chapters, he 
{ubjoyns a Caution againſt the abuſing of 
it, Rom, 6.1. What ſhall we ſay then, 
ſhall we continue in Sin, that Grace may ar 
bound ? God forbid. And Jude 4. We are 
told that many did turn the Grace of God 
into Laſciviouſneſs ; therefore when ever 
this Doctrine of Gods Grace is Preached, 
all have need to be Cautioned againſt the 
abuſeofit. - Andfor a Caution againſt it, 
conſider theſe two Things. Firſt, To 
wreſt-and abuſe Grace is of! all Sins the 
moſt provoking to. God., Secondly., oy 
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the moſt Dangerous and Pernicious to 
Mens Souls. 

1, The Abuſe of Grace is of all Sins 
the moſt provoking to God, as we ſay, 
Corruptio optimi eſt peſſima, the abuſe of 
the beſt Things is of all other the worlk, 
and doth moſt heighten and aggravate the 
Sin and Guilt of thoſe that do fo. If it 
be ſo hainous a Sin to abuſe the Mercies 
of Gods common Providence, ſuch as. his 
Benignity , Patience and Long-ſuffer- 
ing; ſoas thereby to be more bold and 
fearleſs in ſinning againſt him, when they 
ſhould be led thereby to Repentance and 
Thankfulneſs; as it is Rom. 2.4, 5. Then 
how much more hainous, and crimſon- 
dyed a Sin mult it needs be, to wrelt and 
abuſe his Grace that brings Salvation, 
that offers Salvation, that tends to Sal- 
vation, that aims at and deſigns our Sal- 
vation, that is the firſt moving and effici- 
ent Cauſe of Salvation to us : What can be 
imagined worſe than for Men to be evil, 
and the more evil becauſe God is good to 
them ! Ir is a Sin to return evil for evil 
to Men; and what 1s it then to return 
evil to God for the greateſt good of all ? 
There is nothing ſo provoking toa Man, 
as to have his free Love and Kindneſs a- 
buſed and turned againſt himſelf, or to an 

F 2 end 


« 


68 Salvation of Grace. 


endquite contrary to what he deſigned if, 
and fo it muſt needs be to God ; to abuſe 
his Grace ſeems to be a greater Sin than to 
diſtruſt his Power, or to {light his Autho- 
rity,or to trample upon his Laws; you only 
have I known of all the families of the Earth, 
therefore I will puniſh you for your Imquaties, 
2, To abuſe Grace 1s of all others the 
moſt pernicious and deftructive to Mens 
Souls; for this cloſes up the Fountain of all 
our Bleſſings.this makes Grace it ſelfa Mans 
Enemy ; and then who or what ſhall Plead 
for him ; and Juſtice will nor fail to avenge 
the quarrel of abuſed Grace, nay Grace it ſelf 
will complain of the Wrong, aud folicite 
for Vengeance upon the Abuſers of it. If 
the only thing that can recover the Sinner, 
be abuſed, ſo that he falls the lower thereby, 
that will be an irrecoverable fall indeed ; If 
a Man make Mercy and Grace it ſelf his E- 
nemy, then who or what ſhall be his Friend ? 
But how or wherein is Grace abuſed? 
1. The Docrine of Grace is notorioul- 
ly abuſed, when Men from hence do think 
that they are exempted or diſcharged from 
the Law, as a Rule to govern their Hearts: 
_ and PraQtices by ; thisabuſe may ariſe from 
a miſunderſtanding of that paſlage of the 
Apoſtle Rom.6.1 4. Ye are not under the Law 
but under Grace, As it Grace,and the Law, 
| was 
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was in all reſpe&s,oppoſed to.one another, 
' | becauſe they are in ſome; as if becauſe God 
doth acquit a Believer from the condem- 
nation of the Law, therefore we are diſ- 
charged from-all Obedience to it. Our cor- 
rupt Hearts are very ready to imbrace ſech 
| Doftrines of. Libertiniſme and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, as the-Apoſtle ſhews by adding in the 
very next Words, w,15. What then ſhall we 
ſmn,becauſe we are uot wnder the Law, but #wn- 
der Grace ? God forbid. It is very pleaſing to 
our carnal fleſhly.part to hear that Grace 
doth diſcharge us from all Obligation to 
the Law; that it hath no direfting, regu- 
lating Power over a Believer, But this is a 
groſs abuſe of Grace; for when the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith that we are nat under the [ aw ; it-is 
true in ſeveral Sences, but it is manifeſtly 
falſe in this Sence, that we are under no 
obligation-by It as a;rule of ife. The true 

fence how wgare not-under the law is this, 
1. We, that is Believers,are not under 
the condemaing Power of the Law ; but 
are by, Grace freed from the Curſe and 
Condemnation of it, 2, Wearenot under 
 the-Lawas a Covenant of life and ſalva- 
tian :) We are not-uader the Law as to the 
rigid exathou of perfeF, fanleſs obedience, as 

the only. Term ar Condition of Salvation. No, 
though  porteper ſtill a Duty ; 
3 yet 
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endquite contrary to what he deſigned it, 
and fo it muſt needs be to God ; to abuſe 
his Grace ſeems to be a greater Sin than to 
diſtruſt his Power, or to {light his Autho- 
rity,or to trample upon his Laws; you only 
have I known of all the families of the Earth, 
therefore I will puniſh you for your Intquaties, 
2, To abuſe Grace 1s of all others the 
moſt pernicious and deftrudtive to Mens 
Souls; for this cloſes up the Fountain of all 
our Bleſſings.this makes Grace it ſelfa Mans 
Enemy ; and then who or what ſhall Plead 
for him ; and Juſtice will nor fail to avenge 
the quarrel of abuſed Grace, nay Grace it ſelf 
will complain of the Wrong, aud fſolicite 
for Vengeance upon the Abuſers of it. If 
the only thing that can recover the Sinner, 
be abuſed, ſo that he falls the lower thereby, 
that will bean irrecoverable fall indeed ; If 
a Man make Mercy and Grace it ſelf his E- 
nemy, then who or what ſhall be his Friend ? 
But how or wherein is Grace abuſed ? 
1. The Dodrine of Grace is notorioul- 
ly abuſed, when Men from hence do think 
that they are exempted or diſcharged from 


the Law, as a Rule to govern their Hearts: 


_ and Prattices by ; thisabuſe may ariſe from 
a miſunderſtanding of that paſlage of the 
Apoſtle Rom.6.1 4. Te are not under the Law 


bat under Grace, As if Grace,and the Law, 
| way 
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was 1n all reſpe&s,oppoſed to one another, 
becauſe they are in ſome as it becauſe God 
doth acquit a Believer from the condem- 
nation of the Law, therefore we are diſ- 
charged from all Obedience to it. Our cor- 
rupt Hearts are very ready to imbrace ſuch 
Doftrines of. Libertiniſme and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, as the-Apoltle ſhews by adding in the 
very next Words, v.15. What then ſhall we 
ſin,becauſe we are uot under the Law, bit #n- 
der Grace ? God forbid. It is very pleaſing to 
our carnal fleſhly.part to hear that Grace 
doth diſcharge us from all Obligation to 
the Law; that it hath no dijreCting, regu- 
lating Power over a Believer, But this 1s a 
groſs abuſe of Grace; for when the Apo- 
{tle ſaith that we are nat under the [ aw ; it- is 
true in ſeveral Sences, but it is manifeſtly 
falſe in this Sence, that we are under no 
obligation-by It as a;rule of hife. The true 
ſence. how wg are not under the law is this. 
1. We, that is Believers,are not under 
the condemaing Power of the Law ; but 
are by, Grace freed from the Curſe and 
Condemnation of it, 2, Wearenot under 


the Law as a Covenant of life and ſalua- 


tian >; We are not-under the Law as to the 


rigid exatiop. of herfe@, fanleſs obedience, as 
the only. Term ar Condition of Salvation. No, 


though perfe&,Obedjence is {till a Duty ; 
EY yet 
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yet through Chriſt and for his ſake, fin- 
cere Ohedience is accepted. 

But now, becauſe we are not under the 
Lan, in theſe reſpetts it doth by no means 
follow that we are not under it as a Rule, 
or becauſe it hath no condemning Power, 
that therefore it hath no "regulating 
Power, over us; you ſhall ſee, that this 
Apoſtle, that faith, we are not under the 
Law, yet faith, that in other reſpeQs, 
He 1s under the Law, 1 Cor. '9. 21. Be- 
ing not without Law #0 God, -but under the 
Law to Chriſt not «vp but Zwwoues ; and 
the Apoſtle Fames faith, If any break the 
Law in one point, be 15 guilty of all, Jam. 2. 
which plainely ſhews that all are under 
the Moral Law as a Rule of Life, nay this 
Apoſtle when he had ſaid We are not undey 
the Law, bi under Grace; the very next 
words ſhew, that he means it in a reſtain- 
ed Sence; and that he did-not mean that 
we-are from under the Law as a Rule' of 
Duty, Rom. 6. 15. What thin, ſaith Ve, 
(hall we Sin becauſe we are not wnder' the 
Law,but under Grace? God forbid; as'if he 
ſhould ſay, you muſt not ſo naderfſtand it, 
as if we were diſcharged from all ObI- 
gation of Duty by-the' Law; for if 1o, 
the Caution had been need1Hls, for where 
there is no: Law there- is no Tranſgrefſion® * 
36 Again, 
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.Again,to fay:that weare'not- under the 
Law as a Rule of Duty, is an high abuſe 
of Grace, beciuſe this is contrary to, nay, 
doth deſtroy:the eſſential relation, of the 
Creature, as a:Creature, to God:;: for our 
State and Condition as Creatures, . 48 ne- 
ceſlarily a State of Subjetdion to Gud;God 
is eſkentially related: to us as '1Qur Gover- 
nour, and-wato him as his. Subjects ; but 
he is no Governour;if'he 'have no Law to 
govern us. by z; may; he hath no Creature, 
no not the highelt Angels, that are under 
no law. The Angels, they: have many 
Immunities end Priviledges above vs, yet 
they are not exempt from Duty, or trom 
a Law. Pſalm 103.20. Ye bis An- 
gels that do bis iCommandments hearkening 
to the voice of bis Word. 


2. Gract is abuſed when it is pretend- 
ed to the excluding of a cautious fear of 
ſinning, or an awful reverential fear of 
the Divine Majeſty. This abuſe may ariſe 
from.a miſunderſtanding that Scripture 
r. Jobn.'4. 18. there is no fear in love, for 
per fee} lowe caſts out fear, which. the Apo= 
dleplainly .means ofa ſervile {laviſh Fear; 
3; diſtracting, tormenting , difpairing 


Feari; -but.not of an awful Fear of God; 


gor of a cautious Fear of offeading him, 
"7 F 4 as 
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as is manifeſt by a multijruide' of Dther 
Scriptures both in the Old and New Te- 
ftament. For though we' have, through 
Grace, freedom and boldneſs of acceſs to 
God, yet it 15 ſtill with reverence, and god- 
ly Fear. - Nay, the more Grace, 'the grea- 
ter. Reverence of God,.and the greater 
Fear of ſinning againſt him? Heb. 11.28, 
tet us baye grace ——— Pſalm. 130. 4- 
there 1s mercy with thee that thow mayſt be 
feared,, Hop. 3.5. they ſball\fear the Loyd 
and his goodneſs, which 1s a*Propheſie of 
Goſpel times; the Grace and Goodneſs 
of God, is ſo far from making men pre- 
ſumptuous, that it is' greater matter-of 
reverence, and holy trembling ; nay, this 
fear of reverence..is ſo:far from being 
aboliſhed by the Goſpel, that it continues 
even in Heaven amongſt the Angels and 
bleſſed Spirits, it being an- efſential and 
neceſlary reſpect of the Cyeature as ſuch, 
to his Creator. my FR 
3. Grace is abuſed when it is pleaded 
to make Repentance and Sorrow for” Sin 
needleſs.as if Humiliation and ſorrow:for 
ſin was a legal duty ; whereas Repentance 
3nd all the aQts of it are purely ' Goſpel: 


For the.Law knows. no ſpch' thing; it: 


neither did require it, as a means of Par- 
gon "and. Life, nar admits. it.;- and - the 
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Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as a Duty, eſpecially 
ppropriated to the by od. and more 
rently known and diſcerned to be a 


light ſhone clearer and brighter, A&s 17. 
30. But now — now fince the Preach- 
ing-of the' Goſpel, in a ſpecial:manner, 
be commands all meu every where to repent. 
Nay, the moſt genuine Repentance_ and 
Sorrow ariſes from! a fence of the Love 
and Mercy of God ' in Chriſt, Zachary, 


I 2,10, 


4. Grace ts abuſed, When thereupon 


Men take encouragement to be more 
careleſs and remiſs in Duty ; more flight 


and negligent in the nſe of God's Ordi- 


nances, and all appointed Means in' or- 
der to Salvation: When, becauſe we 
are-' ſaved by Grace, Men thence con- 
clude, * that their Care and Diligence mn 
Praying, Hearing, Seeking, and Waiting 
upon G OD in the uſe of his appointed 
Means of Salvation, is vain, and to little 
purpoſe, This is a moſt horrid abuſe of 
Grace, 'when it is uſed to make void 
God's own Ordinances and Inſtitutions ; 
and to teach and imbolden Men to ſlight 
and neglect them. 


For 
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"For —herefore did G O D inſtitute the 
Ordinances of Worſhip, ang .command 
all-a diligent Attendance upon him, fl 
_ Duties of Hearing, Reading, Pray- 

ing, and ſuch like, if He did not 1atend 
that his. Grace ſhould be communicated this 
way to Sianers,and ordinarily, not with- 
out them: As he gives His Grace free- 
iy, £ he appoints the Way and Means, 
in which he will communicate it, and that 
is in the ſerious and diligent uſe of His 
Own Ordinances, Iſa. 55. 2, 3. Jncline 
aux. ear and come unto me, hear. and your 
{out ſhall live, Prov.1. 23. & 8. 34. Blef- 
ſed;16 the man that- heareth me, watching 
daily at my Gates, waiting at the Poſts of my 
Dgors. GO D will, be met with in, his 
Own-way ;' ; and ordinarily he communi» 
cates his Grace according to pur  Dili- 
gence 1a the Uſe of Means; and to plead 
the.efficacy of Grace for the ſlackening 
and. abating our Diligence in the, Uſe 
of Means, is to turn God's Grace againſt 
himſelf, agaiaſt - his 'own Honour. and 
Workkup : > and the. making. void --his 
own - Inſtitutions, as vain and ncedlels 
things. 


5. But 
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5. But Grace ts worſe abuſed ſtill, When, 
becauſe our Salvation 15 of Grace, Men 
therefore think that there 1s nothing at 
all for them to &o, no Duty incumbent 
vpon them, for the putting themſclves in 
the way of 1 it; no obligation to make uſe 
of thei natural Faculties, with' ſuch ex- 
ternal Means of Salvation as God affords 
them, 'in order to the obtaining Salva- 
tion ;, this is ſuch an abuſe, that in effec, 
It diſcharges a Carnal Man of his obli- 
gations to his Maker, and ſtrips God of 
his Authority and Domimion over his 
Creatures ;-and denies all that Duty and 
Homage that the Rational Creature, as 
ſuch, d0 owe to God; for if Man have 
no Duty that he ought, and is bound to 
do; then it will follow, either that God 
hath no 'Right to'command him any; or 
at leaſt; that heihath appointed him ns 
Duty wherein he ſhould endeavour the 
elorifying.of God, and the Salvation of 
his/ bwn Sout ; and if ſo, then God doth 
not Govern him according to his Nature. 
It is a very'great abuſe of Grace, to plead 
it to the leſſening of our Duty, but much 
more when it 1s pleaded for the utter 
abofiſhing of it ; and ſure all Men muſt 
needs fee the abſurdity of this, that & 
Man 
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Man ſhould be obliged in point of Duty, 
to uſe his Rational Faculties in the low- 
er Afﬀairs of the World, and to aG like 
a Man in buying and ſelling, and all the 
Concernments -of the Bodily Lite, and 
yet. be under no obligation to uſe. his 
thinking, reaſoning, reflecting, confider- 
ing Power; in that which is the great and 
main end of his Being, the glorifying of 

God, aud the ſaving of his own Soul... 
Now, that all theſe fore-mentioned, 
and ſuch like, are groſs abuſes of the 
Grace of God, will be further manifeſt, 
from this one Conſideration, That Grace 
doth: not diſcharge us from, no, nor leſ-. 
ſen any obligation to Duty and Obedt- 
ence to God, that Man was under before; 
but inſtead of that, it lays us under grea- 
ter obligations than eyer; for it ſuper- 
induces or ſuperadds this very great ob- 
ligation to love, fear, ſerve, honour and 
obey God, to all the reſt that. we were 
under before: GOD is eſſentially re-. 
lated to vs, as our Maker, Owner, Ru- 
ler and BenefaQor ; and the obligations 
that ariſe from hence, are un-alterable, 
can never ceaſe or be leſſened ; (though 
ſome poſitive Duties may be changed or 
aboliſhed, as God pleaſes.) .Grace doth 
diſcharge no Magn from any obligation 
| that 
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that theſe relations and benefits lays him 
under ; but it ſnperadds one more to 
all the reſt, which in ſome ſence is great- 
er than all the reſt, and that is a free and 
gracious Redemption, and recovery from 
a ſelf-procured Miſery and Ruine; now 
there cannot be a greater abſurdity, nor 
wickedneſs ſure, than for Men to ima- 
gine, and plead that their obligations to 
Duty are leſs, when they are manifeſtly 
greater than before; that the addition 
of a greater Benefit ſhould make void or 
leſſen our former obligations ; which is 
as wiſe and as juſt reaſoning, as if a Man 
ſhould ſay, That the caſting of more 
weight into the Scale, doth make thar, 
and - all that was in before, to ſtand for 
nothing ; as if Abſolon, when he Rebel- 
led againſt David, ſhould plead, Thar 
his free favour in pardoning him the 
Murder of his Brother 4m»on, did diſ- 
charge him from his obligations that he 
was under to David, as he was his na- 
tural Father, a loving and indulgent Fa- 
ther, and his rightful Ruler and Sove- 
reign.” | 


Third Vje. If it be by Grace that we 
are ſaved, then let us ſee what dircttion 


| and inſtruction this Doarine affords to 


thoſe 
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thoſe that are- yet-in a graceleſs State, it 
order to their getting into It. 


1, You that have yet had no experi- 
ence of the ſaving fruits and effects of 
this Grace in your ſelves ; labour to be 
ſenſible of, and afteted with the ſadneſs 
of your Caſe. Is it not a ſad Caſe, that 
of the Showers of Grace that fall ſo plen- 
tifully in the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
that none hath yet dropt into your Souls? 
That you ſhould be like G:deor's Fleece, 
wholly dry, when the Ground round about 
you is moiſtened, and refreſhed with the 
Dews of Heaven; that many are faved, 
while you are yet in your ſins; many that 
ſit under the ſame Miniſtry, hear the 
ſame Sermons, are made partakers of 
thoſe things that accompany Salvation, while 
you have felt no ſuch Influences and 


Operations by the ſame Word. I am 


confident you would think it a {ad Caſe, 
if the Meat and Drink which nouriſhes 
and refreſhes others, ſhould neither nou- 
riſh nor refreſh you at all, but you ſhould 
ſtarve and pine away, and die for want 
of nouriſhment in the midſt of Plenty : 
But it is a much more ſad Caſe, if that 
Word that is through Grace effeQtual to 
the Salvation of others, hath no ſuch 

efteats 
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effefts upan you; that many round about 
you, Are of darkneſs made liht in the Loyd, 
while you are in darkneſs ſtill, though 
in the midſt of light; that while others 
are reconciled to God, and brought nigh 
to him; you that enjoy the ſame Word 
and Means of Grace, are as far off from 
God as ever, and ſtill in your Enmity 
againſt him. | 


O ! Labour to get your hearts deeply 
affefred with the ſadneſs of your Caſe, 
and this would be a good ſtep towards 
the mending and bettering of it. Me- 
thinks, your own thoughts ſhould ſug- 
geſt to you many things that might make 
you groan and lament the ſadneſs of your 
Caſe, while you are utter ſtrangers to 
the ſaving effes of Grace. 


2. If it be by Grace that we are fav- 
ed, then conſider, that your Caſe, though 
it be ſad, yet it is not hopetels and reme- 


,dileſs; though it be dangerous, it is not 


yet altogether deſperate: Think thus 
with your ſelves, if all that are faved are 
ſaved by Grace, then why may not I 
hope that it may, one time or other, caſt 
its Skirt over my nakedneſs, and ſhed its 
benign influence over my foul ; fince 
Grace 
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Grace faves all that..are ſaved; it faves 
freely, and none for any Merit or Deſert 
in them, none for any worth or :worthi- 
neſs that it ſees in them more-than 1a 
others; think with your ſelves, Grace 
hath ſaved Thouſands and Millions of 
Sinners that were as bad as I, as great 
ſinners, and as old ſinners as I ; that had 
as much neglected and lighted, and fin- 
ned againſt it, and abuſed it as I have 
done. Why, as it 1s really a humbling 
and affeaing Conſideration, to ſee many 
and many faved, while you are yet in 
your ſins; ſo there is really, in this very 
thing ſome ground of hope and incou- 
ragement too: Is it not ſome ground of 
Hope to think that ſuch and ſuch were 
dead to fin asI am, but atlaſt were made 
alive ; werein a loſt State and Condi- 
tion, but at laſt were found by Grace ; 
they were ſometimes carnal, worldly and 
diſobedient, ( asI am) butart laſt, Grace 
did renew and change them ; and there- 


fore I will wait and hope that Grace . 


may ſometime ſhed its benign influences 
upon me. 

3. Ifit beby Grace that we are fa- 
ved, then you hence ſee where it is that 
you are to ſeek for Salvation ; You ſee 
you muſt go to GOD for it, and cry to 
him, 
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him, and pray and beg of him for it. 
Whoever is ſaved, it is the Gift of God 
to them, and a Gift of his Free Grace and 
Favour, yet not fo as to exclude our 
ſeeking or begging of it; nay, it ſo 
much the more ſtrongly obliges and en- 
gages us to ſeek it, and pray to him for 
it. When GOD promiſes J/rael, that 
he would give them a new beart, yet, ſaith 
he, for all this will I be enquired of, by the 
Houſe of Iſrael to do it for them, Ezek.36. 
37. and our Saviour faith, ask and ye ſhall 
bave, ſeek and ye ſhall find, and though 
Grace gives all freely,yet it will be ſought 
unto, and inquired after, and as it 1s elſe- 
where, ask of me, and I will give thee ;, ſo 
God will have his Grace asked, intreated 
and ſought for ; now, have you not e1- 
ther negleQted this crying unto God, and 
intreating of his Grace ? or elſe have you 
not done it in a careleſs,ſlighty and cuſto- 
mary manner ? You have, it may be, uſed 
other Means, ſuch as Reading and Hear- 
ing the Word, but have you not negle- 
&ed to Pray, and cry unto God for his 
Grace to bleſs it, and make it effeCtual to 
you? Saving Benefits are principally to 


be obtained upon your Kaees, in earneſt 


Prayers and Crys to the GOD of all 
Grace, 
G Oh! 


ar Pawn, 
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Oh ! That you would try this Courſe, 
every day to ſolicite the Throne of Grace, 
and never give over your Suit till God 
give you an Anſwer of Peace ;, If you want 
neceſlary Food for your Bodies, and can 
no otherwiſe get it, you will ask it of 
thoſe that have it to give; yea, and will 
not eaſily take a Denial for ſuch things ; 
and ſhould you not much more ask of 


. God ſaving Grace for your Souls, for he? 


only hath it to beſtow upon you. 


. 4+ If it be by Grace that we are ſaved, 
then as this directs you where to ſeek it, 
even of the God of all Grace ;, fo it direds 
what is your chief Argument and Plea 
that you muſt make uſe of with him,vzz. 
his own rich Mercy and Free Grace; you 
mult beg of God Mercy for Mercies ſake, 
and Grace for Grace's fake : This is the 
Principal Argument that Sinners have 
to plead with GOD, His own Grace 
and Mercy - but this contains many Ar? 
guments under it, all which are ultimate- 
ly and reductively a pleading of Grace. 

And as I do here put all Graceleſs Per- 
ſons upon praying and crying to God 
tor his Grace, as their undoubted Duty, 
and as a Means appointed by G O D, in 
| order 
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order to their obtaining of Grace; fo I 
will ſhew you what Arguments all may 
uſe, yea, and ought to uſe with God in 
ſeeking his ſaving Grace, 


1. You may plead with God, That 
you are his Creatures, he made you, his 
Power gave you theſe Beings that you 
have. "This is a good Argument, orclſe 
we ſhould never find it ſo often made uſe- 
of in Scripture. When we cannot plead 
a ſpecial Intereſt and Relation to him, 
as Our reconciled God and Father ia 
Chriſt, yet we may plead our general 
Relation to him as his Creatures, and he 
our Maker; thus Fob 10. 3. Is it good unto 
thee that thou ſhouldſt oppreſs, that thou 
fſhouldſt deſpiſe the work of thy hands ? And 
ver. 8. Thy bands bave made me and 
faſhioned me, and P/. 119.73. Thy hands 
have made me and faſhioned me, give me 
underſtanding that I may learn thy Com- 
mandments, Job 14.15. Thou ſhalt call, and 
I will anſwer thee, thou wilt have a deſire to 
the work of thine hands, Iſa. 64. 9. But 
now C0 Lord We are the Clay, and 
thou art the Potter, we are all the work of thy 


bands, be not wroth, very ſore, &c. though | 


it be no good Argumeat with Men, to 
ask one gift becauſe they have givea us 
2 anothex 
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another, yet it is with God, Go to him 
and ſay, behold Lord, I am thy Creature, thy 
Power hathmade me, and thy Grace only can 
new make me, deſtroy nit the work of thy 
own Hands &C. 


2, You may plead the end of your 
Creation, which was that you might ſerve 
him your Maker in a pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable manner; go to him then and 
plead this; Can you not ſay, Lord thou 
haſt ſhewed me, that the very end of my 
Being 1s that I might pleaſe and ſerve thee 
which in this corrupt and depraved ſtate 
I amin,]I can never do,without thy renew- 
ing and ſanQtifying Grace, O, that as 
thou haſt magnihed thy Power in making 
of me out of nothing ; fo let thy Grace 
be magnihed in recovering a loſt and un- 
done Creature, in reconciling an apoſtate 
Creature to thy ſelf; deny not the help of 
thy Graceto recover a depraved.,corrupted 
Creature, that would fain an{wer the end 
of his Being ,, that would fain be capable 
of that Work and Service thou madeſt 
him for. Lord I would fain fiil up the 
place in thy Creation that thou haſt ſet 
me in, and not be an unprofitable Drone 
or a uſeleſs Burden in it. 


3. You 


2U 


Salvation of Grace. 3 


3. Your may plead your own Miſery,as 
Pj.79.8. Let thy tender Mercy prevent us, for 
we are brought very low, While Perſons 
are under the Mcans of Grace and Sal- 
vation, Miſery is a good Argument to 
plead with a gracious and merciful God ; 
plead then your Miſery with God : 
ſay, Lord, I am a loſt Creature, an 
undone Creature, laiden with Guilt and 
Sin, and like to be loſt and undone 
for ever, if thy Mercy pity not, if 
thy Grace do not help and fave me 1n 
time; my Miſery 1s ſuch, that none can 
help or ſave me but thon; and if thou 
ſave not I mult periſh for ever. Say, tho 
as I am an Apoſtate ſinner, I am a moſt 
deſerving object of thy Wrath, yet as 
I am a miſerable loſt creature, here is a 
fit obje& for thee to glorihe thy Grace 
and Mercy upon. Will it not be the 
Glory of thy Mercy to Pity and Help 
the miſerable? and will it not be the 
Glory of thy Grace to fave ſuch as de- 
ſerve thy Wrath ? 


4. You may plead your own weaknets 
and inability to help or ſave your ſelves ; 
that you can do nothing withour him ; 
nothing that will be to any purpoſe, or 
that will be of any avail to Salvation, 

b-'3 With- 


36 Salvation of Grace. 


without his ſpecial Grace. Say, LZord / 
have deſtroyed my ſelf, I confeſs : but in 
thy Grace alone, is all my Hope and Help ;, 
thou knoweſt, that I have ſuch an bard 
Heart that none but thou can ſoften; ſuch 
an Iron Sinew in my Will that none but thou 
can bend; ſuch a carnal, corrupt, earthly 
Temper, and Diſpoſition, that none but thou 
can renew and change it. O, let thy Mercy 
Pity, and thy own Grace move thee to 
help a miſerable loſt Creature, that has 
no help in himſelf or inany other beſides 
thee. 


5. You may plead the very End and 
Deſign of Redemption; which was the 
Glory of his free Grace and Mercy, in 
the recovery and Salvation of miſerable 
and loſt Sinners. Say, Lord didſt not 
thou contrive the Work of Redemption, 
and ſend thy Son into the World, and 
deliver him up to Death, for this very 
End and Deſign, that thy Grace, to- 
gether with other of thy Perfe&tions , 
might be glorious in pardouing, juſti- 
fying fancifying and faving of depra- 
ved, guilty, and loſt Sinners. Now be- 
hold here a miſerable loſt Child of Adam, 
didſt thou not fend thy Son that thy 
Grace might be glorified 1a the Salvati- 
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on of ſuch, and will not thy Grace be as 
glorious in faving of me, as of any o- 
ther? O, be not Angry with the Pray- 
er, ſtop not thine Ears againſt the cries 
of thy poor loſt Creature, that begs but 
for ſuch things, as are ſuitable and agree- 
able to thy own gracious Delign, Thus 
you ſee what Arguments all may uſe 
with God. 


5- If it be by Crace that we are ſaved, 
then if you would partake of it's ſaving 
Influences, this directs you to lye in the 
way of it; that is, exhibite the greateſt 
Seriouſneſs, Diligence, Earneſtneſs in 
the Uſe of Gods appointed Means that 
poſſibly you can; tor as Grace gives all 
freely, and chooſes it's own Objects 
upon whom it will beſtow it's Gifts: ſo 
it chooſes and appoints it's own Way 
and Means, wherein and whereby it will 
communitate it's ſaving fruits and Effects 
to Men, and theſe are the Word and 
Ordinances, and Duties of Holineſs and 
Worſhip. Hence the Goſpel 1s called, 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God; and the 
Ordinances of Worſhip are called, the 
Means of Grace; not only becauſe, the 
Grace of God, is therein revealed and 
made known; but alſo becauſe, it is 

G 4 thereby; 
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thereby, in the ſerions diligent and re- 
verend Uſe of them, communicated and 
beſtowed upon carnal, blind, and dead 
Sinners, for the inlightening, ſanCQtify- 
ing and faving them ; therefore here 
you muſt lic and wait for i it, as the im- 
potent Man did at the Pool of Betheſda, 
waiting for the Motion of the Waters: 
There was a healing Vertue communt- 
cated, but it was by thoſe Waters and 
no others. 

So Grace doth communicate it's heal- 
Ing , ſanctifying 7, and ſaving Virtue; 
bur it is by it's own choſen and appoint- 
ed Means, and no other. As it 1s the 
influence and bleſling of Heaven, that 
give us the Fruits of the Earth ; but this 
only by bleſling Mans Labour and In- 
duſtry in Plowing and Sowing, and 
never without 1t, ſo it 1s here. 

Carnal Hearts are apt to draw a 
quite contrary Concluſion from hence ; 
and to ſay, if it be Grace that faves us, 
then we have the leſs, if any thing, to do 
our ſelves. But you ſce the contray In- 
ference to this of theirs 1s clear viz. that 
we ſould nor do the leſs our ſelves, but 
rather the more, becauſe Grace ſaves us, 
as the Apoſtle iaith, Work out your Sal- 
wation with Fear and Trembling, for it 

is 
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is God that Works in you both to will and 
to do. A ſtrange Inference ! ſome would 
think, and yer it is very clear, as you 
may ſce in other things, the Husband- 
man, when the ſeaſon fits him doth be- 
ſtir himſelf the more, in plowing, ard 
ſowing, and gathering iu the Fruits of 
the Earth; becauſe he knows he hath 
not the Seaſon in his own Power; and 
all his Labor and Induſtry without that, 
will ſignihe nothing at all; fo here, it 
it be Grace that muſt ſave us, if ever we 
be ſaved : Then you have great Reaſon, 
to beſtir your ſelves in uſing the Means 
wherein Grace communicates it ſelf, 


6. If Grace ſaves us, then as you muſt 
uſe the Means that are of it's appoint- 
ing, ſo you muſt uſe then dependently; 
with an Eye to Grace for its Bleſſing 
upon them, to make them ſucceſsful. 
Grace is too little eyed, too little ſought 
unto, too little depended on in the Uſe 
of Means, and therefore the Succeſs is 
for the moſt part accordingly. Perſons 
in hearing the Word eye Men that are 
Inſtruments, but eye not God and his: 
Grace which is the Life and Soul of all 
Ordinances. Perſons eye Men and not 
God, depend more upon Mens "_ 

an 
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and Abilities, than upon Gods Grace 
and Bleſling, and therefore they find in 
Ordinances, what a Man can do, and 
no more: And what is that? Why, a 
ſound in their Ears, but no powerful 
Effects and Operations upon their Hearts; 
a little pleaſing of the Fancy, with ſome 
light, ſuperficial touches upon the Af- 
feftions but no renewing, ſanQiifying 
Change of the Soul. But. was Gods 
Grace more eyed, and more depended 
on, in the uſe of his Ordinances, we 
ſhould doubtleſs ſee its faving Fruits 
and Effets, more plentifully, and more 
ordinarily communicated than now they 
are. 


Men ſpeak but to the Sences, it is God 


only that can ſpeak to the Heart ; Men - 


may argue with the Will, but it is the 
Grace of God only. that can incline and 
perſwade it ; and therefore, as thoſe that 
built the Wall of Jeruſalem, wronght with 
the Trowel in one hand, and the Sword 
in the other; ſo you muſt, as it were, 
work inthe diligent uſe of Gods appoint- 
ed Means and Ordinances, with the one 
hand ; and with the other lift up to 
Heaven, for his Grace to bleſs them to 
you: Thus it Grace ſaves us, then you 
muſt 
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muſt be ſure to eye Grace,and depend up- 
on it for Succeſs in the uſe of Means. 


7. If it be by Grace that we are ſaved, 
then here is great incouragement, againſt 
the difficulties that attend the Converſi- 
on and Salvation of a Sinner ; the difft- 
culties are great, both from the Malice 
and Power of Satan, the Oppoſition of 
an alluring and infſnaring World, and 
eſpecially trom the carnal and corrupt 
Temper and Diſpoſition of our own 
Hearts: all theſe together, do caſt ſuch 
Impediments and Rubs in our Way , that 
it were enough, utterly to diſcourage all 
Attempts and to make us to fit down in 
Deſpair, if we had no greater Power than 
our own to truſt to, or depend upon ; but 


| here is your Incovragement, that it is 


Grace that ſaves us, and therefore thoſe 
things that are Difficulties with us, are 
none with God; thoſe things that are 
impoſſible to be overcome by: your own 
Strength, are eaſily ſuperable by an Al- 
mighty Grace. When our Saviour told 
his Diſciples that is was eafzer for a Cam- 
mel to go through the eye of a Needle, than 
for a rich man to be ſaved ;, they were a- 
mazed at it, and ſaid, who then can be ſa- 
ved? why 2? faith our ſaviour thoſe things 

that 
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that are impoſſivie with Men, are eaſie with 
God. 

Moſt Men, while they are in Ignorance 
and Carnal Security ; Strangers to God 
and themſelves too ; they think it an ca- 
ſie thing to be ſaved, but when once 
their Eyes come to be opened, and their 
Conſciences convinced of their dead, loſt, 
and undone State ; how dead their Hearts 
are to God and Holineſs ; how power- 
ful Corruption is, and how weak and un- 
able they are to conquer it, then they are 
ready to ſay, alaſs! who can be ſaved? 
Why, here is great incouragement for 
you, that though Converſion-work be 
above your own power, and the power of 
any meer Creature, yet Grace can in- 
lighten your darkneſs, quicken your 
deadneſs and overcome your reſiſtance. 

As for inſtance, when the Soul conſi- 
ders its own earthly, carnal Temper 
and Diſpoſition ; how diſinclined and a- 
verſe it is to God and Holineſs, and all 
Spiritual and Divine things; it is ready 
to ſay, how ſhall this heart of mine ever 
be made to love God above all, and to 
delight in Him and his Service ? why , 
here is Incouragement, God that made 
the heart, can Maſter it ; can renew and 
change it ; he can of ſtones raiſe up Children 
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to Abraham ;, he can make dry and dead 
bones live, he can breath Life into a dead 
Soul ; he can make a Temple for himſelf, 
of the moſt hlthy and unclean Heart that 
is ; he that made Heaven and Earth of 
nothing, can turn a heart of Stone into 
fleſh; he can turn the moſt earthly, car- 
nal, ſenſual remper that ts, into a holy, 
heavenly Diſpolition ; he can ſtamp his 
own Image and Like neſs upon a ſlave of 
Sin and Satan. 

Thus ſince it is by Grace that we are 
faved; then notwithſtanding all Difficul- 
ties, here is great Incouragement to ule ' 
his appointed Means ; to pray, and wait, 
and {trive in hopes of Succefs, and a good 
Iſne; for were the difficulties more, and 
greater than they are, yet they are not 
inſuperable to an Almighty Grace. 

4. If it be by Grace that we are ſaved, 
than what uſe ſhould thoſe make of this 
Doctrine that have already taſted and ex- 
perienced, the ſaving Fruits and Effets 
of Grace in themſelves? it will afford 
much for their furtherance and increaſe 
in Grace and Holineſs. 

1. If we are ſaved by Grace; And have 
you experienced the ſaving Effects of it, 
in your Selves, then you have Reaſon to 
be humbled ; Pride, ſelf-conceitedneſs, 

and 
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and over-weaning Thoughts of our ſelves, 
isa thing moſt hateful in the Eyes of 
God, moſt contrary to his Nature, and 
his Law. God reſiſts the Proud ; and he 
is ſaid to know the Proud afar off, But 
Humility, isa thing of great Price and 
Value in his Eyes, 1 Pet. 3. 4. Tea the 
humble Spirit, is a Habitation that he 
makes choice of, as a Seat of his ſpecial 
Reſidence: Iſa. 57.15. And therefore, 
God hath contrived, the whole bulineſs 
of our recovery and Salvation by Chriſt, 
in ſuch a Way and Method, as ſhall moſt 
effecually hide Pride from Man ; Salva- 
tion is of Grace trom firſt to laſt, that the 
loftineſs of Men may be humbled, and 
the Lord alone exalted. It is true, if 
Gods Grace has taken hold on your 
Hearts, and begun a ſanQifying, ſaving 
Work upon you ; if he hath begun to 
Form you after the Divine Image and 
likeneſs, he hath highly exalted you in- 
deed ; he hath lifted yon up from the 
- Dunghil, and ſet you with Princes, yea 
higher than the Princes of the Earth in 
true Worth and Dignity, But yer, 
thougi God hath thus highly exalted you, 
there is no Reaſon or Cauſe in all this 
why you ſhould exalt your ſelves, or be 
puffed up with high Thoughts or Con- 

Celts 
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ceits of your ſelves,for it is Grace that hath 
done all this for you, and not you your 
ſelves; it is Gods free Gift to you, and 
not any worth or deſert. of yours. 
Therefore oft reflet upon the Apoſtles 
Queſtion, What haſt thou that thou didſt 
not receive? 1 Cor.4.7. O ! therefore walk 
humbly, be low in your own Eyes, and 
this will be pleaſing in the light of God. 
This will be to Anſwer the very Delign 
of Grace in its great Gifts to you; 
this will make yon more fit for Com- 


{| munion with God; this will make your 


Souls a Temple that he will Delight * 
to dwell and walk in; and this will dif- 
poſe you to receive more, and more 
Grace from him; He reſoſts the Proud, 


] but gives Grace to the Humble. 


2. If it be fo, that we are faved by 
Grace, then let Grace have the Glory 
of all that it hath wrought in you, and 
done for yon. Gods own Glory is his 
great End and Deſign in all his Works, 
It 1s that which above all things elfe, 
he is moſt tender and Jealous of, He 
freely communicates his choiceſt and 
greateſt Gifts 'to Men; but his Glory, 
he will give'to none; that the reſerves 
wholly and ſolely to himſelf; and the 

Glory 
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Glory of his Grace is the great Aim and 
Deſign of his redeeming and recovering 
Work, Eph. 1. 6. To the Praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace, &c. Take heed then, 
that you do not rob Grace of any of its 
Glory. 

We are very prone to aſcribe to our 
ſelves, as it is ſaid of the Atheiſt, tho? 
he doth not ſpeak out with his Tongue, 
yet he faith in his Heart, there 15 no 
God; So though we ſpeak not out, yer 
we are apt to have ſuch Thoughts in 
our Hearts; as if God did fee ſomething 
more or better in us than in others, as it 
we were better diſpoſed and prepared 
for Grace than others; or that we were 
more ſerious, diligent and induſtrious 
in the uſe of Means than others; or that 
God did foreſee that we would bring 
more Glory to him than others ; that 


we are prone to ſuch -ſelf aſcribing 


Thoughts, doth appear by that Caution 
that is given to Jſrael, Deut. 9. 4. 
ſpeak not in thine Heart ſaying —— for 
my righteouſneſs, the Lord hath brought 
me in to poſſeſs this land &c. Ita likely, 
before your Converſidn, you was more 
ferious, diligent and induſtrious in 
the uſe of Means than many others ; 
but it was a more common Grace, that 

Nt: made 


-, 
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inade you ſo; that brought you to that t 


Grace..gave you that firſt, in order to 
his beſtowing of his more ſpecial; and 
excellent Gifts upon you. O ! therefore 
ſee to it that you rub every filing of this 
Gold, off from your own Fingers ; and 
let Grace have the Glory of all, that 
it has wrought in you; fay, n- £, but 
the Grace of God that was with me, and 
therefore not unto xs, n0t unto us, but to thy 
Name be the Praiſe. 44 £3 
As the Moon ſhines 'not by .its' own, 
but a borrowed Light; ſo there is-2nd- 
thing-excellent in you above others; no 
holy, heavenly Inclination or -Difpo= 
ſition in you, but” what is a: Gifr::of 
Grace. to you; Your | breathing after 
God is an Effect of: his breathing” won 
you. firſt, Say then,'-with the *Apoſtie 
1 Cor. 15. 9. 10. Tam tot worthy t6'e 
called an Apoſtle, becanfe 1 perſecuttd'the 
the:Church, but by the Grace of God, T am, 
what '/ am, So ſay you, I wis-a' 6af- 
nal, dead Sinner, but; by the Grace of 
God, I am alive; | was:a lover of Plea- 
ſures. more than a Lover ' of Got 4 but 
by the Gtace of God, my carnal, 'catth» 
ly Heart, .is in foie meafure {antifhed, 
and changed, and tutned towdds God, 
and. Holiack, RO TIES | was fog 
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liſh and; diſobedient, and ſlighted Chriſt, 
* and; his ſaving Benefits, as much as any 
others; 'þut by .the ' Grace of God my 
hard Heart is ſomewhat ſoftened, my Stu- 
borneG and Reſiſtance. over came, my 
Enmity- taken away, my averſneſs to 
Chriſt, in ſome meaſure turned, into 
a deſiring, loving, and ſeeking of him, 


3. i Are we ſaved by Grace;, and hath 
Grace begun a ſaving Work upon. you, 
then: walk: thankfully too. Every Bene- 
fit-:calls for thankfulneſs ; and then much 
more; ſaving . Benefits; which are the 
greateſt of all others. Has Grace made 
you- to differ from others that are ſtill 
in the Gaul of Bitterneſs, and the Bond 
of. Iaiquity, Nay; has Grace made you 
to:difter, ſo much from your. Selves ; 
from what you ſometime were ; and 
ſhould you- not be thankful for it ? Has 
Grace braught you out of Darkneſs in- 
toa maryelous Light,” brought: you -out 
of a {tate of Bondage, and Slavery to the 
Dey# ;and-Sin; ;into-: the glorious Libetr- 
ty.-;of [the; Sons of God ? Of Dead, has 
vade-you;alive z-of ſtrangers, has: made 


yourrigh'to God.z. of Enemies, .hath re- | 


concued you to; him, :and .made :yolu his 
agoPted, Ghildrenyi6f curſed, ciindtmhns 
- id $1 ed 


ed ones, has brought-yon into a ſtate, of 
Pardon and Juſtification ? Oh ! what 
Reaſon have yoti to be thankful? Let 
your Tongues, and your Lives to, con- 
tinually ſpeak your thankfulneſs, for ſuch, 
and ſo great Mercy. Say then with the 
 Pfalmiſt, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his Benefits, &c. Pſalm 103. 


I, 2, 3, 4+ 


And that you may be excited to 
Thankfulneſs, conſider theſe Things. 


1. Conſider the greatneſs of this Mer- 
cy, of all the Mercies that God beſtows 
. upon the Children of Mea, ſaving Mer- 
cies are the greateſt, and the belt ; if 
Grace has ſaved you, or given you ſuch 
Things as do accompany Salvation, that 
iS more than all other Bleſſings laid toge- 
ther. Indeed all Gods Mercies are great, 
conſidering how undeſerving we are of 
them ; but ſaving Mercy, is like.the;Sun. 
among the other Planets, that outſhines. 
all the reſt, and darkens their Glory 
when it comes into view. . ofa 


| +. When Grace ſaves us, that. Is a: 
greater Benefit than Creation it ſelf, as, 
the Redempcion of the World by Chriſt 
134 | = "mm 
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is 2-greater Work, and doth diſcover 
of the Wiſdom, Power, Love, and 
goodneſs of God to "Mankind, than the 
7 mary of the World. And the ma- 
king of any Sou}, aQally a Partaker of 
faving Benefits, is a greater Gift, than 
the giving of it a Being in Creation. « |, 
Now conſider, do you not think your 
ſelves greatly obliged to bleſs God for 
your Beings; that he made you ſome- 
thing, that were nothing ? That hemade 
you Men and Women, and not Toads or 
Serpents ? Surely, if you Love your 
ſelves, if you value your Lives and Be- 
ings; or any of your Creature-Comforts 
and Injoyments ; Then you-muſt needs. 
ble& God that made you what you are, 
out. of nothing. ' Ah ! but how- much 
more, ſhould you-bleſs God, that of his 
ſpecial Grace and Love, hath tranſlated 
you from Darknets to Light? from 
Death to Life; from Slavery to Liber- 
ty: from Wrath and Curſes: ro Favonr 
and Bleſſednefs 2 for to be nynder, theſe 
evits, was worſe than to be nothing; and 
theſe Bleſſings are better, than-meer- na- 
tural Life and Being without them. A- 
las f* oma gaod- _—_ BY Creation 
tive (done nce without 
ct ifyinp ant a rg -Grate'; Joel "Tow 
ut 
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but make you capable of greater Miſery. 


Better a thouſand 'Times, never to-have 
been Born, than to. be'a Veſſel of Gods 
Wrath ; and a Companion 'of Deyils 
and damned Fjends in Everlaſting Burg» 
1ngs, + 
2. When Grace ſaves you it doth -un- 
ſpeakably more for you than the beſtows 
ing of all the outward Bleſſings of -this 
Lite upon you ; Health; Riches, Honour 
and Friends, with other Injoyments _od 
Comforts of this Life, are great 
cies; but they are unſpeakably thork of 
renewing and faving Grace; you -thet 
have healthful, and comely Bodies, ' when 
; you look upon any: deeriped, maimed; 
deformed, , monſtrous- Perſons, do.-you 
not admire the goodneſs. of God, ithat 
hath not made 'you ſuch; but is it nat 
worſe to have blind, deformed, mon- 
ſtrous Souls, than to have ſuch Bodies ? 
and 1s It not 4 greater Mercy, to have 
your deformed Souls beautified and mpde 
ds with the Divine: Image, than. to 
antcdhely Bodies ? The ſame may -be 
Me etBKhes, and all other workdly Ihr 


tern, and worldly tnjoyments, 
are but ay a While, "_ alas! Hoy lixgle 
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a 'while too? When you come to Dye, 
what becomes of ' bodily Strength, and 
Beauty ? of worldly Honours, Riches, and 
Friends? Alas! when you aregoing into 
another World; if you look back upon 
theſe Things,you will ſee them all ſhrink- 
ing away from you ;_ and leave you to go 
alone, as to any Comfort you are like to 
have of them. Of how ſhort a continu- 
ance is the difference betwixt- the Rich 
and the Poor; the hononrable and the 
bafe, the healthful and fickly? But ſan- 
Aifying and faving Grace, will ſtick by - 
you [when every. Thing elſe: will leave 
you; that is Beauty will never decay, that 
is Riches you can never looſe ; that is an 
Everlaſting Foungazion, upon which ſhall 
be built an immortal undecaying, never 
ending Glory and _—_—_—; ſaving 
Mercy is ſuch as Death it ſelf can not fe- 
parate or divide you from. - 


«3. Saving Mercy is unſpeakable Mercy 
indeed, if you conſider the greatneſs of 
_ the Miſery it ſecures and delivers you 
from. It is impoſſible to kad, thow 
great a Mercy faving po unleſs 
you know what direful Mfiſery" all that 
are yet unſaved, are underand liable to; 
and alas! the Miſery of thoſe that are 
f yet 
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yet unſaved, is ſuch as ao, Tongue can ex- 
preſs. For the preſear;- they are hateful 
to. God, have a fearfal Load 'of Guilt 
upon their Souls ; a -numberleſs number 
of Sins upon the ſcore; which muſt all be 
accounted for. And'they are every Mos 
ment, - in danger of droping into the. bot- 
tomleſs Gulf of Miſery; alas ! 'thoſe'that 
are yet altogether unſaved, are! not ſure 
to be..one Day or Hour out of Everla- 
ſtiag 'Burnings ; when they cloſe: their 
Eyes at Night, they arenot fure, but they 
may open them in Hell flames; : they are 
condemned already, there wants nothing 
but the 'executing ſtroak to make-:them 
extreamly and remedileſsly miſerable; 
why, this was once youpgGafe, but faving 
Grace: has now put;you into a happier 
and fecurer State ; and ſhould not: you a 
Mercy. as this affect your Hearts, and ex+ 
cite you to thankfulneſs for it, | 


4- Saving Grace will appear to. be a 


great Mexecy indeed, if you conſider how 


great; Happineſs it further diſpoſes and. 
prepares.you for.” And what is that ?” 


Why, for the Poſſeſſion of Heaven, for 
the Society of Angels and bleſſed Spirits 
ia. Glory; yea, for Fellowſhip with God 
and Chriſt, and a perfe& Everlaſting In- 
2 H 4 joyment 
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joyment. of him, for the being ever with 
the Lord, and ſceing of him Face to 
Face» And will __- not be tbaykful for 
fuch a: Mercy as this? - 

2. To excite. you to Thankfulnefs, 
conſider the freeneſs of this Grace. that 
has ſaved you. What. Motive or Induce- 
ment did Grace fee in you more than in 
others, that it. ſhould. pick you out as a 
Veſſel 6f Mercy, while 1t hath left others, 
{o- many others; Rtilt-under Wrath and 
the Curſe ? Why, ut ſaw nothing more 
in-ygn:t0_ moveand incline its kindneſs, 
and/Love towards: you; than ut: thouſands 
of others, that are ſtil] left to ripen them- 
ſelves for” Deſtruftion; go Reifon can 
de given of Gals: ove and Kindneſs to 
you. -more than 1o/any: others; hut that 
Rams.9; 1 will. have. Mercy upon: nhon # 
will have Mercy; and that which our Sa- 
viour ſaith, TO haft bid thefe: Thmps 
from the Wiſe and Prudent, andbaſt reveal- 
e&d thencty Babes: and why, the only Rea- 
fon: 15;- benauſe - it; Ja pleaſed. thea;, if fuch 
free Grace.as this will not Provoke you tar 
Thaikwlaes, wht will? 


and Bond of Injquity.; 'chat:fight 


that 


: UPON 
others, that: are ftill in the. Gatb of 'Bie- 


Chriſt:and his Grace; that,delight . them 
"ies | un. the high Road to Perdition,; 
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that ſport themſelves with Sin and Dani- 
nation ;; that hear Sermons, but are litthe 
more: moved with them than the Sears 
they ſiton. And fay, 1 was once as they 
are, and had been: ſo to this Day, had 


not Grace been more kind and merciful 
ro me than to them. 


3. To excite your Thankfulneſs, con- 
fider what Pains and: Patience Grace 'was 
at with you, before your carna},” back- 
ward, and perverſe Hearts were prevail- 
ed with. How Jong did the —_ of 
God ſtrive with you in vain ! How-oft 
did he go away gtieved becauſe: you 
flighted and reſiſted his Holy Motions! 
How long did Chrift knock at the Door 
of your Hearts, before you would"open 
to him! How long did he follow you and 
woe you by the offers and Promiſes of 
his Word, and the Motions of his- Spi- 
rit, b?fore he could gain your Conſent! 
How- often: did you ſhot your Eyes &- 


gainſt:Light, and ſtifle Convictions;/ and - 


quench the Beams of the Spirit 3 and 
break one'Band and: Cord after: another, 
thar Grace. had faſtened upon your Con- 
 ſaemces; like reſolute Souldiers, that are 
beater from one Fort, fly to 'another, 


and wilt never yield, till they have Louie 
ge cs * 
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left to fly to. Ay, did not" you deal 
thus with God ?. Did not Grace meet 
with all this and more Reliſtance from 
you, 'in turning your perverſe Hearts 
from Creatures to God, from Sin to Ho- 
lineſs, and from Self to Chriſt * And yer 
Grace bore all patiently at your Hands, 
and continued to follow you ſtill, and 
would never leave you, till it had over- 
come your Reſiſtance and Oppoſition, 
and with an Almighty Arm pluckt you 
as a Brand out of the Burning.  O, how 
free and rich was Gods Grace toward 
you; that would not leave you, not- 
withſtanding your long and obſtinate 
Reſiſtance, and ſtriving againſt it: That 
would not ſuffer you to be miſerable, 
when you your ſelf was ſo loath and back- 
ward to be ſaved. | 


4. Conſider, faving Mercy is ronchſa- 
fed hut to a very few comparatively ; 
alas! But to few of thoſe, that injoy the 
Means of Grace and Salvation; nay, 
many that have had the very ſame Means, 
and heard the very ſame Sermons that 
you: have done, and yet the Spirit of 
Life from God hath quickened you, while 
thoſe: that fat by: you remain dry and 
dead Bones fil]; Nay, that very Ser» 
1:9] mon 


winded walks tiled 2a Hz  .a_2_=a _89pÞþ 2a VV _ 


1 ww WF 


Place by m_ncogang the Preaching of it, 


Salvation of Grace. 107 
mon that Grace made effeAual to quicken 
and fave yon; others were no more 
moved with it, than the Earth they trod 
vpon. 

So much for the Third Inference, walk 
Thankfully, 


4. If you are ſaved by Grate;: then 
Walk fruitfully ; ler it be your -Care and 
Endeavour to Honour Grace {in--your 
Lives and Converſations ; Pax when- he 
had ſaid, By the Grace of God, 1'am' what 
I am, he preſently adds, And bis" "Grace 
beſtowed pon me was not vain, for'Tluboured 
move - abundantly than they all, 1Cor. I $; 
10. Thus, do'you labour to Honour 
Grace, by the Holiiieſs, Purity, 4nd Hea- 
venlineſs of your Lives and Converſati- 
ons ; 1ct it be ſeen, by your whole.-Pra- 
Qice, by your Converſe and: 'Dealing 
with all Men, what a great, what awon- . 
derful, what an excellent Change: Grace 


Has made i in you ? Alas ! you will gfeat- 


ily diſhonovur Grace; if you profeſs to be 
part ikers of it, and yet appear'to be no 
er Men than you were before. 
And Honour the Goſpel, that 'is the 
Channel in which Grace doth run by 
eſteeming and loving of it; and in your 


and 


x08 Salvation of Grace. | 
and Siggers Attendance upon it. all you 
can; invite others to thoſe Waters where 
you-. have found healing for your own 
Souls. 


5- And Laſtly, If you are ſaved. by 
Grace, then continue in a cloſe Atten- 
dance upon: Grace, and. a diligent, wait- 
ing for its further Inflnences, 1n the. uſe 
of its;4ppointed Means for the com- 
pleating of. the Work. that it, has begun 
UPON- YON. 

_ You:-arg. yet but begun to be ſaved, 
there great deal more to be done up- 
on you: before the: Work be compleated. 
Moſt. of you are yet, got but a little way 
out of-;Egypt, and have many Stages to 
£0 before,you come-to the Land of .Pro- 
- miſe, ' And Grace hath not yet, put: its 
laſt Hand to the greateſt Saint, that is 
yet. on:this ſide Heaven; therefore ,let 
all continue ſeeking, and waiting .dili- 
gently: for its further 1afluences in his 
own appointed Way ; Till he that has. be+ 
gun 4 good Work in | you;, has finiſhed - and 
compleated:1t according $6 bis own Promſe, 
Phil, 1.6. F 711 The . 
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Books written by the Late Reverend 
Mr. Nath. Vincent, are Sold by 
Tho. Parkhurſt.at the Bible a4 
Three Crowns at the lower end of 
Cheaplide, mcar Mercers-Ghappel. 


WW Walking : Preſſed upon. all 
that have heard the Call: of the 
Goſpel : From Eph. 4.1. I therefare the 
Priſoner of the Lord beſcech you, that ya 
walk worthy of the Focation wherewith ye are 
called. 

The Spirit of Prayer-: Or, a Diſcourſe; 
wherein the Nature of Prayer is open*d; 
the Kinds of Prayer are handled, and the 
right manner of Praying diſcovered ;: St4 
veral Caſes about this Duty are Reſol- 
ved': FromFph. 6. 18. Praying always with 
all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, &c. 
Unto Shich Is el, a ders. the 
Attaining the Gift of Prayer : That Fa« 
mily-Diuty may -not be omitted, nor Se- 
cre Duty diſcovraged through: Inability 
of Utterance and-Expreſſion.' . | 1 77 
© M Beaven ior” Hell- won Earth :: Ov, 
= ogy; — Conſcience 4 on 

Is 2/4/16. Hover do 4 exerciſe gn) !; 

5 Þavel a Conſcience, &Cc, 4 wh 4 


INF. N. Vincent's Works, &c. 

'  Fhe True Touchſtone; which ſhews 
both Grace and Nature - Or, a Diſcourſe 
concerning Self-Examination, by which 
both \Saints and Sinners may come to 
know themſelves, Whereunto are ad- 
ded ſundry Meditations relating to the 
Lords Supper. 

. The:more Excellent Way to Edifie the 
Church of Chriſt : Or, a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Love : The Deſign of which is to 
Revive that Grace ( now under ſuch de- 
caies') among Proteſtants of ALL Per- 
ſuaſions.- 

. The-Converſzon of the Soul : Or, a Diſ- 
courſe Explaining the Nature of that Con 
ger (ron which is ſincere; and DireCting 
and Perſwading all to ceaſe their Loving 
Sin and Death, and to Turn to God 'and 


| Live: 


- A Warning given to Sinners to pre- 
pare for' Fudgment, .to flee from Wrath to 


come, and turn from All Sin; but eſpeci- | 


ally the: Sin which does moſt eaſily. beſet 

#hem;.. © : 
The iLittle Childs Catechiſm 5 In - which 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion 
are in plain Words and ſhort Anſwers 
= down; and ſuited to: the Memaries 
Underſtandings of - Little Children; 
Whereunto are added- feveral ſhort ;Bi- 
| Fe » ; Roritey 
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- Sold by Tho: Parkhutſt.” 
ſtories, which may both'pleaſe and pro- 
fit them, as alſo Dire&ions how to Pray. 
The Principles of the Do@rine of Chriſt - 
Or, a Catechiſm, in_ which is contained 
the Sum of the Chriſtian Religion; or what 
is neceſſary tc be believed and done in or- 
der to Salvation. The Anſwers being 
but Seventeen in number; and in. v 
plain words, caſte to be underftood. 
Unto which is added, a Catechiſm for 
Conſcience ; wherein the Conſciences of 
the /gnorant, the grofly. Profane, the Young, 
the meerly Moral, and the Hypocrites, are 
examined, in order to their /nſtrutFion 
and Awakeninp; and the Conſciences of 
the /ancere Chriſtians are tried in order to 
their Peace and Comfart. 604 
The Saints Triumph over the Laſt Ene- 

my : In a Sermon Preached at the Funeral 
of that Zealovs and Painful Miniſter of 
Ghriſt, Mr, James Javeway. Unto which 
is added,- His Character. His ſore Con- 
flic& before | he died - {And afterwards, 
His Trivmphant manner, of 'departing 
from Earth, to the Heavenly Inheritance. 
On 1 Cor. 15. 55. O Death, where is thy 
ſting ? — 

 Iſraels Lamentation at the Death of a 
Prophet. In a Sermon Prophet at the Fu- 
neral of that Holy, Learned, and _ 
ul 


My. N. Vincent's Works, &c. 
ful Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Thomas Caw- 
tow, And now publiſhed at the .earneſt | 
Deſire of the Hearers. On 1 Sam. 25.1; | 
And Sarnuel died, and all the liraelites | 
were gathered together, and lamented him.--- 

A Eumneral Sermon ; Occaſioned by the 
Death of Mr. George Baker. Firſt Preach- | 
ed, and then Publiſhed, at the earneſt 
Deſire of his Relations. On 1 Pet. 1. 17. 
—— Paſs the Time of your Sojourning here 
in Fear. 7 | | 
. . The Great: Change: Diſcourſed of in a 

Funeral Sermon, occaſioned by the Death 
of Mrs; Martha Thompſon, late. Wife of 
Captain. William Thompſon in Wapping. 
On .Fob 14. 14. — All the Days of 
my appointed Time will 1 wait till my change 
conth. © = | 


'. AiPreſent for ſuch as have been Sick and 
are Recovered; Or, a Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the Good which comes out of the Evil 
of: Affliftion. Being ſeveral Sermons, | 
Preacked after his being raiſed from a Bed ' 
of Languiſhing. u_ 
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